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ACTS? 


To THE UE E N. 


MA DAM; 


I BEG leave to offer my acknowledgments for the 


permiſſion you have given me to ſhelter this ſmall 


volume under your Majeſty's name. But I make 
the leſs apology for obtruding myſelf on your notice, 
convinced, as I am, that the humbleſt attempt to re- 
call mankind to a ſenſe of religious and moral duty, 


will be favourably received by a Perſonage, who, 


though ſeated on that eminence which commands 


obſervation, has been on all hands confeſſedly exem- 
plary in the various virtues of her high ſtation. 


Long may the peace and proſperity of your Ma- . 
jeſtys throne remain undiſturbed. And many, many 
years may you continue to live, as you do at preſent, 
in the hearts of your affectionate people! = 


ſervant, 


SEPTIMUS HODSON. 


ASYLUM, 


2 4z 1798. 
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Thus prays your Majeſty's moſt dutiful ſubject and 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TRE plan of the Five Sermons preached dur- 


ing Lent, is taken from a late excellent tract, 


entitled, © An Eſtimate of the Religion of the 
| Faſhionable World.” The vices, the follies, 


and the negligences of that part of the com- 


munity, which is particularly addreſſed in the 


Work alluded to, prevail, with a little modi- 
: fication, at this time, through all the claſſes 


of ſociety in this country. From the firſt 
moment when I read that uſeful little book, I 


determined to make its topics the ſubject of , 


pulpit animadverſion, and to lay them plainly. 


and honeſtly before my hearers. It will be 
highly gratifying to me, therefore; if the Au- 


thor approves of my Plan, 1 in extending the 


deſign to the remaining ranks of ſociety, _ 
a 3 The - 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


The Sermons, which are now offered to the 


lication ; but as they appeared to me, in the 
Ae tel intereſt the attention of my con- 
1 gregation, I conceived a hope, that the firſt 

tranſient effect which is produced by a public 


careful and ſerious peruſal in private. And 
effect permanent upon ſome who heard theſe 
that effect to a few who were not preſent at 

the delivery. The Reader will obſerve, that I 
any farther piracy, except In a very few in- 
led by a fimilarity of opinion, and, the Au- 


thor's very happy mode of treating the ſub- 
— je 


have merely taken the topics of the Author 


Public, were not originally intended for pub- 


* 


addrefs, might be fixed upon the heart, by a 
when once I conceived it poſſible to render the 


| iure, I naturally indulged myſelf in an- 
| | other delightful hope, that I might extend 


alluded to; and that I have not been guilty of 


ſtances, into which I have been unavoidably 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
jet. However defeRive I may have been in 
the execution of my plan (and very far am I 
from being ſanguine in the appreciation of my 

| talents), I truſt the Public will receive with '_ 
candour and charity, the humbleſt attempt to 
ſpread the invaluable bleſſings of religion and 


virtue, and moral order. 
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SER MON I. 5 
4 ON THE DECREASE OF RELIGION. 


ES | St. JonN, chap. XX. part of ver. 13. | 
b: 5 
* They have taken away my Lord; and 45 8 


5 know not where they have laid bim. 1 


SERMMON EEE 
ENQUIRY INTO THE PRESENT STATE OF 7 
BENEVOLEN R.. 0 4 


x Cor. chap. xiii. part of verſe 3. : 
Though Theſtow all my goods to Feed the | 
Poor, and have not Charity, it pro= | 
fiteth me nothing. SS „ 
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ON THE PRESENT STATE OF EDUCATION. 


w 


IsalAn, chap. xxviii. verſes 9, 10. 


FW, hom ſhall he teach knowledge ? and 
whom ſhall he make to underſtand 
| deftrine? Them that are weaned from 
the milk, and drawn from the breaſts. 
For precepi muſt be upon precept, pre- | 
cept upon precept; line upon line, 
Ane upon line; here a litcle, and 
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| there a little. Rb = is "36 


SERMON IV. 
ON THE PRESENT STATE OF PUBLIC AND 
IHIVATE WORSHIP. 


adus, chap. v. verſe 12. 


Te harp „ and the vol, the tabrets and 
pipe, and wine, are in their feaſts: 
_ but they regard not the work of the 
"Lord, neither confider the operation 
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8 E R M O N 3 
THE GOSPEL A SYSTEM OF FAITH AS 
WELL AS MORALS. 


1 CoRINTHIANS, i. 30. 
Page 
2 ut of him are ye in Chri it Jeſuus, who 


of God is made unto us wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ky a: and 
a — VVV 


8 E R M ON "vx 
ON THE DUTIES OF PARENTS. 


| PROVERBs, Xxxii. TO 
T rain up a child in the way he ſhould 
go: and when he is old, he will not 
_ depart from it. - ri 90 


SER M ON YL 
ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 


St. Lokk, chap. ii. verſe 51. 
And he went down with them, and © 
came to Nazareth, and was ſubject 


1 127 
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unto them. „ 
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My fon, help thy father in his age, and 
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SERMON VIII. 
ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 


EccLvs. tha iii. verſe 12,1 3. 


Page 


grieve him not as long as he liveth. 


And if his underſtanding Jail, have pa" 


tience with him, and deſpiſe him not | 
when thou art in thy Full firength. 143 


S$ERMON: IX. 
ON THE RELATIVE DUTIES OF MIN ISTER 
AND PEOPLE. 


I Conmrarans chap. iv. verſe | PR BY 


Let a man ſo account of us, as of the 
miniſters of Chrift, and flewards of 
the myſteries of God. 


Moreover it is required in flewards, that 


4 man be found faithful. OE, 57 
28 SE6O 
S E R- 
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SERMON X. 


* ANNIVERSARY SERMON AT THE 
4 | ASYLUM. ' 
Page 1 A 1 
St. Join, chap. xxi. latter part of the 15th 
w | verſe. 
bo Page 
Feed my lambs, = = 1281 
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85 herr, chap 5s yur of ver. on 3 


2 1% have PF oy my Lord ; and Fi LE 
| vor where bars bave laid d him, 1 8 


ſeaſon, which the claypgh. hath i in its wiſ⸗ Aſylum, 
February 
dom ſet apart for a more eſpecial enquiry? 26, 1792. 
into the ſtate of our ſpiritual concerns, and, 
which. it hath accompanied with ſuitable, | 
holy exerciſes and ordinances. - This; 
with every other mark of church diſcip- 
line and Chriſtian profeſſion, is now re- 
duced to a mere empty name. It is a 
change. however, in the hiſtory of re- 5 
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On the Decreaſe of Religin; 


gion, which every good man muſt very 
deeply deplore. Externals are not only 
evidences of the exiſtence of internals, 


but, in our preſent groſs and imperfect 
ſtate, they are alſo neceſſary aids and aſ- 


ſiſtances to their. preſervation. The de- 
cay of rites and ceremonies is not merely | 
the forerunner of the decay of religion i in. 
the heart, of which they are the vehicles ; 


but it is a ſign that the inward devotion 


is already extinct. 
An outward profeſſion of Chriſtianity, | 


* 


J and a compliance with the inſtitutions of 
our church, are not only very generally 


laid aſide, but, by a N many, are moſt 
prophanely ridiculed. It 1s impoffible 
that the warmeſt advocates of the new 
philoſophy ſhould contend, that the times 
are bettered by this dereliction of the ap- 


pearances and decorums of religion. Who- 
ever looks into the world, with a thinking 


8 


1 mind, 


On the Decreaſe of Religion. 


mind, muſt ſee that the moſt ſacred obli- 


gations of chriſtianity, and the pure and 
ſublime morality of the goſpel, are frit- 
tered away with the outward demonſtra- 
tion of faith in its doctrines, and the ob- 
ſervance of its ordinances. It becomes, 


therefore, the indiſpenſible duty of the 


miniſters of God, who are appointed to 

uphold. his religion i in the world, to point 
out to mankind the error of their ways, 
and to endeavour to lead them back into | 


the paths of Chriſtian truth. 


In compliance with this dictate of my. 
conſcience, in obedience to this commiſ- 


ſion from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 


ſervant J am, I ſhall employ your atten- 
tion, during the few Sundays of this holy 
_ on the real ſtate of religion amongſt 

In doing this, I chall purſue the 
E of a late Author, to whom the 
Chriſtian world is highly indebted, and 


? 
4 


17 B 2 whoſe 


4 


Que tte Herr caſe of Religion. 


$ERMOY whoſe modeſty has concealed his name, 


— while his benevolence has made a valu- 


able attempt to open the eyes of his de- 
luded fellow-creatures. | 


The words, which I have elected for 


my text, are the lamentation of Mary 


Magdalene over the empty ſepulchre of 
her crucified Maſter. On the preſent oc- 


caſion, I apply them metaphorically to the 
preſent aſpect of his religion. Were an 
Apoſtle to deſcend from Heaven, from 


the participation of his Maſter's beatifi- 


cation, an Apoſtle who had caught the 
divine truths, the holy precepts from that 


Maſter's lips, who had, under the guid- 


ance of his inſpiration, penned thoſe ſacred 
pages which form the only rule of belief and 
practice; were he to ſee how this religion, 

this holy word of truth, has been garbled 


by mankind for their own purpoſes, I fay, he 
would not know the Galpel, he would 
think 


On the Decreaſe of Religion. 


think himſelf amongſt the diſciples of f 
| ſome new diſpenſation, and would ſay . 


« They have taken away my Lord;” they 
have taken away that religion which he 
came down from Heaven to declare, 
which he promulgated as the only means 
by which ſouls might be ſaved, „and [I 
know not where they have laid him;” I 
know not where they have concealed this 
facred and invaluable trathy I ſee no tra- 
ces to lead me to it. ö 

The decreaſe of religion appears to 
me to be ſo undeniably notorious, that I 
might aſſume it as a point granted; but 
as, through careleſſneſs and inattention, 
this decreaſe is not ſufficiently obſerved, 
I ſhall endeavour, by illuſtrating the fact, 
to mark it ſo ſtrongly that ſome of us, 
at leaſt, may be awakened to a ſenſe of 
our deſperate ftate, and thereby induced 
to a reformation of our own conduct. 

* The 


SERMON 


| amine the hiſtory of the Engliſh church, 


On the Decreaſe of Religion. 


The decreaſe of religion itſelf, is riR87 
apparent from the neglect of outward pro- 


feflion, and outward obſervances. Read 
the ſermons of our eminent Divines; ex- 


not farther back than the beginning of the 


preſent century, and you will find men of 
the higheſt rank, the moſt acknowledged 
abilities, and the moſt accompliſhed man- 


ners, paying attention to the inſtitutions 


and the ſeaſons of religion, which people 
ina certain fituation of life hardly ever think 
of at this day. Read the biography of times 
not very remote from our own, and how 
many illuſtrious ſtateſmen, warriors, and 
ſenators are to be found, who have been 


moſt .exemplary in their piety and devo- 


tion! how many great and noble names 
do we meet with,—their country's hope 


and glory, who have thought it not un- 


worthy of them to employ their talents 


in 


143 
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On the Decreaſe of Religion. 


n the cauſe of their inc ſti mable religion! 
But, why ſhould I go back to the neceſſity *"Y 
of written teſtimony, when I ſpeak in the 
| preſence of many, who have witneſſed an 

alteration, which amounts almoſt to a re- 
volution, in religious decorum in their 
own times? It would be unbecoming to 
inſtance particulars | very minutely ; but 
they who are at all advanced in years, and 


now hear me, will recollect that the very 


face of religion is altered ſince their young- 
er days—They could tell you how much 


more numerouſly places of worſhip were 


attended, and how much more decent was 
the deportment of the hearers They could 
tell you, how different a face religion 
wore in private families ; how differently 
times and ſeaſons were obſerved; the pre- bj 
ſent ſeaſon more eſpecially, when all men 


teſtified the ſeriouſneſs of their minds, by 
a peculiar gravity af dreſs— They could 
B 4 tell 
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On the Decreaſe of Religion. 


tell you, that even amongſt the moſt relax - 
ed the Sabbath was comparatively kept 
holy They could tell you, that amongſt 
the higher claſſes, amongſt the moſt aban- 


doned individuals, no one dared to inſult 
public decency, with that blazing pro- 


fanation of the Sabbath, which it is now 
8 antiquated and unfaſhionable not to give 
into, and which is the very under of Pub- 


lic morality. | 
It was then a rare thin g to hear the 
modeſty of common converſation affront- 


ed by jeſts againſt religion, by undiſguiſed 


and blaſphemous avowal of infidelity, and 
by ſeurrilous reflections upon the eſtabliſh- 
ed profeſſors of it. Such conduct would 


then have been reſented by the company 
; who had been inſulted with it, and would 
have ſtigmatized the parties who had been 


guilty of it. Far different features mark 
the foctal intercourſes of the preſent day. 


To 


On the Decreaſe of | Religion. e 9 
To be decent, is to be moroſt; and to be SERMON 


diſguſted at the ſcoff againſt religion, is — | 
to be fanatical: Men are emulous in their 


ridicule and their invectives againſt what is 95 
ſacred, as if there were no other means of 
ſhewing the depravity of their hearts, and 
the emptineſs of their underſtandings. | 
A SECOND evidence of the decreaſe of 
religion amongſt us, is to be found in the 
faſhionable mode of reſolving Chriſtianity. 
into a mere ſyſtem of morality. I ſhall 
have occaſion hereafter, to ſhew, that the 
goſpel contains ſomething more than mo- 
rality. At preſent, I ſhall content myſelf 
with the fact, that the New Teſtament is 
put upon the ſame footing with the diſ- 
courſes of the ſages of heathen antiquity: - 
We know ſcarcely any thing of the Chriſ- 
tian religion as it is taught! in the New Teſta- 
ment. Even they who are not profeſſed un- 
believers, ws do not wholly neglect public 


worſhip, 
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On the Pecregſe of Religion. 


SERMON | worſhip, treat all the peculiarities of the 


goſpel with a great deal of indifference ; 
as in no degree eſſential to a good life here, 
or to our eternal ſalvation hereafter. We 


hear nothing of the doctrines of faith, of 
the incarnation, of the atonement, of the 


power and efficacy of the Holy Spirit; 


thoſe corner- ſtones of our religion; thoſe 
doctrines by which alone a Chriſtian can 
have any poſſible hope. A modern Chriſ- 


tian ſeems to know but little of a Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : he talks of juſ- 


tice and mercy, but he forgets that there is 


no genuine Chriſtian morality but what is 


the fruit of faith; and no works acceptable 


to God, but what are offered through the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Were the Apoſtle St. Paul to come among 
us, and find Chriſtianity changed into 


a ſyſtem of juſtification by works, he 
would join in the lamentation of Mary 
| Magdalene: 


On the Decreaſe of Religion. 11 
Magdalene: „They have taken away my Wenn 
Lord, and I know not whers they bares 
laid him.” £ 
But this is not all, we - find a THIRD evi- 
dence - of the decreaſe of religion in this, 
that after having reſolved the whole of thb 
goſpel into morality, we proceed to reſolve 
the whole of morality into a few virtues. 
I muſt again make uſe of an expreflive 
word, we have garbled the morality of the 
goſpel to our own immediate purpoſe; we 
have not made our practice ſubſervient to 
Chriſtian virtue, but Chriſtian virtue ſub= _ . 
ſervient to our practice. Thus charity and 
beneficence are the virtues moſt accordant 
with what is called a liberal ſpirit, and 
beſt fall in with the gaiety and levity of the 
age; and, therefore, charity and benefi- 
cence are ſuppoſed to conſtitute an amiable 
character, and a good Chriſtian. Theſe vir- 
f tues, or rather a counterfeit ſpecies of them, 
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on the Decreaſe of Religion. 


SERMON may be exerciſed while we negle& the 
2 0 weighty calls of juſtice, ſoberneſs, temper- 
ance, and chaſtity. But, my brethren, let us 
not deceive ourſelves ; if we are captivated 
with the beauty of one deſcription of vir- 


tues, and yet diſregard another of equal 
authority, ſuch a partial obedience only 


increaſes our condemnation, becauſe it 
ſhews that we have a capacity for all virtue, 
which we wilfully negle&; or, if we ſe- 
| Ie& for our practice one ſet of virtues, 


merely becauſe they are accordant with 
our own diſpoſitions ; a virtue practiſed 


on ſuch ſelfiſh principles, that moment 

| loſes its whole value in the eye of God; 
and if it is of uſe to our fellow creatures, 
it is nevertheleſs very little more than good 


ariſing out of evil. When our lives are 


in general relaxed, it certainly impeaches 
the veracity of the few virtues we poſſeſs: 


in a more particular manner, it attaches 


the 


1 
— 
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he virtues of charity and beneficence of en 
which we ſo exultingly boaſt; for there can * 
be no true charity which grows not out of 
Chriſtian faith and Chriſtian hope. That 


heart, which is warmed with the flame of 
genuine charity and beneficence, has 


caught a ſpark from the Divinity; it is in 


bleſſed union with its God, and muſt glow 
with the feryours of piety and devotion. 
Theſe are all the evidences of the de- 
creaſe of religion which I ſhall at preſent 
inſiſt upon. And, unhappy is it for mans 


kind, that ſuch a diminution of that, 
which is their beſt ſecurity for comfort 


and happineſs here, has taken place in 


the world. High as may. be the value of 
' morality, we find that, alone, it is very 


inſufficient to ſecure the authority of prin» 


| ciple. Mankind ſet looſe from religious 


obligations we ſee, i in numberleſs inſtances; 


N the grand duties of juſtice in their 


e gs 
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g with each other, of juſtice to 


their families, and juſtice to themſelves. 
We ſee them, by extravagance and diſ- 


honeſt eonduct, running headlong to ruin: 
and then, having no fears of a judgment 
to come, having no reſtraints of Chriſtia- 
; nity. to cheek them, when they are no 


longer fit to live in this world, they plunge 


themſelves by their own hand into that 


dark, unfathomable gulph of which they 
have no certain notions. This is one of 
the conſequences of the decay of religion, 


5 which we ſee every day encreaſin 3 amongſt 


us, to a moſt alarming degree. - 


To conclude: When Mary looked __ 


the tomb, and ſaw not her Maſter there, ſhe 
wept. Would to God that every man would 
look into his own heart, and if he find not 


his Saviour there, that he would weep 


over the deſerted ſepulchre! And may 


the goodneſs of God revive amongſt us 


the 


On the | Decreaſe of Religion. 'F 15 


the almoſt expiring flame of religion May SERMON 
the people of this land return unto him vv 


with contrite hearts, and then ſhall They 


be his people, and He will be their God! 


May we, after all our iniquities, and all 
our unworthineſs, © be ſaved amongſt the 


remnant of the true Iſraelites ; and be made 
one fold, under one Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with 


the Father and the Holy Spirit, one. God, 


world without end!“ 
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ENQUIRY IN TO THE PRESENT STATE OF BENEVOLENCE. 


1 Cor. chap. xiii. part of verſe 3. 
Though I beſtow all my Goods to feed the 
Poor, and have not Charity, it e 


me nothing. 


IN my laſt Sunday's en I alerted. 


the great decreaſe of religion amongſt us. 
I illuſtrated this in three inſtances;—Tn the 1 
neglect of outward profeſſion and outward 
obſervances ;—lIn the faſhionable mode of 


Preached 
at the 
Aſylum, 
March 4, 


1792 . 
lorning. 


reſolving Chriſtianity into a mere ſyſtem 


of morality and, afterwards, In reſolving 


the whole of morality into a few virtues, 


viz, Charity and Beneficence. In the 
C proſe- 
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II, 


— — 


02 the preſent State of Benevolence. 


proſecution of the plan I then propoſed, 


it is neceſſary to take notice of, and to 
conſider that argument in favour of the 


en abe, Which is ker Gay expitingly 


that its benevolence i is unparalleled i in any 


æra of the world. 


That Benevolence is a beautiful feature 


of the preſent times I am ready to allow. 


It is not neceſſary, nor ought it, to be 


concealed, that what the enlightened and 


Chriſtian judgments of ſome have planned 
for the relief and happineſs of their fel- 4 
low- creatures, is amply ſupported by the 


alms of others. And, extenſive as theſe 
| plans are, would to God they were en- 


creating, in an hundred-fold proportion, 
as the wants, the diſtreſſes, and the ſor- 


rows of mank ind enereaſe ! But when J 


am inclined to value myſelf upon a virtue, 


it behoves me to aſcertain its real worth, 


and 


2 
3 
A 
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CL 
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On the preſent State of Benevolence. 
and to examine my real pretenſions to it, 
with a very critical eye, before I offer it 


in juſtification or mitigation of other omiſ- 


| fions or commiſſions, or venture to plead 


it as an atoning merit. For want of this 
inveſtigation, I am much inclined to fear 


that a very important miſtake has taken 


place on this head. 


It has been this cuſtom to flatter man- 


kind into benevolence, by a notion of its 
excluſive excellence, as it is to lull the 
pangs of a diſtempered body, by the ad- 
miniſtration of an opiate. But let Us, 


my brethren, be above the unworthy arti- 


fice; let us do good, becauſe it is our duty 


SERMON 


—becauſe it is a branch of Chriſtian virtue 


—becaufe it is a natural fruit of Chriſtian 


3 by a caſual alms, we are entitled to think 
more highly of ourſelyes, and may reſt 
1 ſecure that we have thus purchaſed the 


„ crown 


1 faith; and not becauſe we are taught that, 


0 .. On the preſent State of Benevolence. 
SERMON crown of glory. My text gives us an 
alarm, which ſhould put us upon a very 
ſerious enquiry into the nature and value 
of our benevolence; “ Though I beſtow 
all my goods to feed the poor, and have 
not charity, it profiteth me nothing: 7z. e. 
“ If I have not a root and principle of 
love to God in my heart, that carrieth me | 
out to theſe actions, they all will ſignify | & 
nothing to me as to my eternal ſalvation, £ E le 
and happineſs. Faith and love muſt be hi 
the roots and principles of all thoſe works 1 m 


which are truly good, and acceptable to 3 for 
God *. Let us then reſolutely pull the 9 bet 
ſcales from our eyes, and candidly and 5 ak 
| impartially look into the title, which the i ; wil 
preſent age has to the amiable character = lov 
which is given — ĩ52 TED 3 anc 


* Vid. Poole's Annot. = | wil 
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On the preſent State of Benevolce. 


In the FIRST place, we are to enquire SERMON 


2T. 


into the motives of our Benevolence. IV 


arraign no man's motives in the good 


which he is the miniſter-of. The chapter, 
from whence I have taken my text, teaches 
me a charity which © believeth all things; 


hopeth all things:“ but it is my duty to 


put every man into a way to arraign him- 


ſelf; and, by that enquiry, his benevo- 


lence muſt ſtand or fall to his God, and to 
his own heart. T he enquiry he is to 
make is, whether the alms he gives are 


for the love of God, or to make a ſhew 


before men whether it be from real pi bs 
and compaſſion, from genuine Hympathy 


with the groans and diſtreſſes of his fel- 


low- creatures; or becauſe it is popular, 


and he would not be behindhand with his 
neighbours—whether it be from good- 


will, or to get rid of importunity—whe- 


ther he conſiders it only as a part of his ; 
| | Þþ 3 | | Chriſtian 


22 On the preſent State of Benevolence. 

*,, Chriſtian obedience; or whether he means 
— to bribe the juſtice of God into ignorance 
or forgiveneſs of other vicious or wicked 


don > INS. © 
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._- practices? 
if In the SECOND place, before we mg 
Benevolence with that all- atoning excel 
lence, which we are inclined to aſcribe to ] 
it in the preſent age, we ought to enquire, i 
Whether Beneyolence is a compenſation ] 
for the want of other virtues. J think it 1 
is impoſſible that any man can aſſert this £<£ 
to be the caſe, who has any notions of | = © 
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f the nature and attributes of God, from 
whatever ſource he may derive thoſe no- 
tions. No rational religion can aſſert the 3 
commutation of virtues: and the un- 2 N 
doubted doctrine of the Chriſtian religion 3 

is, that no virtue im our preſent ſtate is 1 1 


perfect enough to have any atoning qua- 8 
lity in it, but through the merits of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and that his merits will avail us 
7 only F | 


On the preſent State of Bengvalences 
only by obedience, not in one point, but 
in all. It is almoft. unneceſſary to cite 


Scripture on this ſubject, becauſe every 


man muſt know it; I refer you to a ſingle 
declaration from our Lord's own mouth, 


New: Teſtament in eee of the 
ſame thing. 2 Woe unto you, Scribes and 
Phariſees, hypocrites | for ye pay tithe of 


mint, and aniſe, and cummin” (and alms- 


giving, without other Chriſtian, virtues, is 
only tithe of mint, and aniſe, and cum- 
min);. and have omitted the. weightier 
matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 


faith: theſe ought ye to have done, and | 
Not to leave the other undone *. 


In the THIRD place, we ought to en- 


2 quire, Whether the manifeſt neglect of the 
ſeverer virtues of the Goſpel does not pro- 


* 


* Matthew xxiii. 23. 


„ duce 
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SERMON duce a more general injury, than our 


_ Benevolence diffuſes general good. This 


is a caſe ſo much in point, that we ought 
not to be afraid of conſidering it cloſely. 


Luxury, diffipation, and extravagance, tend 
to create diſtreſs; they form a deſtructive 
vortex, which unavoidably abſorbs not'only 
the opulent, but thoſe alſo whoſe circum- 
ſtances admit not of exceſſes. Example 
| produces imitation. N o man has a right 


to ſay, Thus will 1 act, becauſe 1 can 


afford it; and what | have others to do with 
my conduct? Conſider the claſſes of men 
as they really are—a combination of ſhades 


imperceptibly growing out of each other. 
The ſecond ſhade cannot, in the nature of 
things, be totally diſtin& and ſeparate from 


the firſt; nor the third from the ſecond; 


and fo you may purſue the obſervation, till 
you find that the whole gradation of ſhades 


is tinged throughout with the colour of 
| 2 . 


— 
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the firſt, If then luxury, diflipation, and 
extravagance, - are the prominent vices 'of va 
the preſent times, I contend that theſe 

will create objects of Benevolence (and 


thoſe the moſt pitiable and ſuffering ob 


jects); who, in an age of temperance, ſober- 
neſs, and frugality, would never have been 
candidates for other men's bounty. In 


innumerable caſes, where pecuniary cir- 


cumſtances are unequal, every other pre- 


tenſion is the fame; and it would be a 


cynical, and not a Chriſtian virtue, to 
leave a man unpitied and unrelieved in his 
ruin, who has been tempted to exceed his 


fortune by the luxury, the waſte, and the 


inſolence of another, whoſe unmerited ſu- 


periority he could not brook. Of thoſe 


countleſs objects, who call upon our bene- 
volence with all the importunity of the 


moſt deſperate diſtreſs the number is be- 


yond all calculation, who have fallen from 
„ N | better 
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SERMON better days, or neglected happy opportu- 
2 nities, through that diſſipation and extra- 
vagance which pervades all ranks of men; 
and which the moſt opulent have no right 
- to indulge themſelves in, when they con- 
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ſider that they are links of the ſame chain 


with others of more ſtraitened circum- 
ſtances, What Benevolence then is to 
wipe out the black malignant ſhade of fo 
extended a criminality ? What Benevolence 
is to apologize for that vice and diſorder, 


which produce the evil of diſtreſs much 
faſter than any alms- giving can relieve 
it? | 

In PS FOURTH _ when we aſcribe 
any particular excellence to our own times, 


we muſt do it upon compariſon, or ſhall 


we do it raſhly; we ought to take nothing 


for granted ; but we ſhould examine the 


queſtion, Whether, in reality, the Bene- 


volence of the preſent times is ſuperior, in 


the 
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the wholefomneſs of its effects, to the 
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Benevolence of the times which are paſt. 


There is much natural evil in the world, 


which no human prudence can prevent, 


and which, therefore, it is the indiſpenſa- 


ble duty of Charity to relieve, But I have 
faid alſo, that folly and vice occaſion and 
multiply diſtreſs: that Benevolence, there 
fore, will come neareſt to the charity of 


the Goſpel, which leſſens vice. The good 


example of a ſuperior, is practical Bene- 


volence to an inferior. I ſhall put two 
caſes, and the Preference I * leave to 


yourſelves. | 


The Benevolent man, of former thries; 


. on his/eſtate ; the regularity of his 
family, and the authority of his preſence, 


keep his neighbourhood moral and induſ- 
trious; the diffuſion of his income over 
the ſpot from whence he derives it creates, 


if not opulence, yet certainly a ſufficiency, 


which 
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SERMON | which is far above want; and the very 
— crumbs which fall from the rich man's 
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table neceſſarily feed the indigent, without 


_ a ſingle exertion of extraordinary bounty. 


We will ſuppoſe the ſame man to be 
tranſplanted into the preſent age. Perhaps 


he leaves his eſtate entirely; he ſqueezes 


from it, with accurate nicety, even the 
very dregs of its produce. The people are 
left without a head to diſorder, and to do 


what is right in their own eyes; without 


encouragement to labour, they of courſe 
fall into idleneſs; and with poverty preſſ- 


ing hard upon them, their whole lives 


are a ſcene of petty crimes, to keep off 
the cravings of want. Perhaps he ſome- 


tumes viſits them; and then, inſtead of 


correcting the abuſes of his abſence, the 


novelties and glare of modern diſſipation 


deſtroy the little regularity and "_ order 


| which remained. 
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On the preſent State of. 3 


This is not an over- charged picture; on 


you will obſerve it is general, and thereW 


fore admits of exceptions, which I hope 
are not unfrequent; and ſome 1 know are 


moſt amiable and illuſtrious. But to do 


_ juſtice to the latter character, I ought, to 
add, that there is a degree of good humour 


and liberality about him, which inclines 


Z him, at every tale of diſtreſs, to contribute 
: readily his ſhare towards its relief. And 


this is the ground of our preſent character 
for Benevolence. | 
Conſider the comparative Rate of Bene⸗ 


volence in the middle claſſes of men, who 


are opulent, without enormous riches, and 
reſpectable, without elevation. Much, in 


ſmall proportions, no doubt, is derived from 


them; but if the mite is more generally | 
diffuſed, yet it muſt be confeſſed, that 
luxury has here alſo cut off the ſubſtan- 
tial bounties of individuals, which digni- 
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SERMON fied the annals of former times. Let me 


may be able to wipe away—not a tempo- 


— aſk, what is the language that we every day 


hear? The articles of common life are 


© ſo exorbitant, and people are required, | 


* if they mean to live at all in the world, 


* to keep up ſuch an expenſive appearance, 


that they cannot afford to do thoſe pri- 


* vate acts of bounty which their inclina- 


tions would otherwiſe lead them to.” This 


is the language of the world; and its 


practice is ordered accordingly. How 
ſmall a proportion does the alms-giving 


of too many of us bear to the expence of 


any one of our vices pr our follies? Who 


now, as in times which are hardly out of 


the recollection of many of you, tythes 


his income to feed the poor, and to raiſe 


up the dejected: Who denies himſelf in 


any luxury or artificial craving? Who 
orders his affairs with frugality, that he 
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rary tear from a weeping eye—or to re- FRM 


lieve that hunger which will rage again II 
to-morrow; but to intercept the very 
ſources of diſtreſs, and to heal up a heart 


deeply wounded and ftricken ? If ſome 
ſced they ſcatter, whoſe harveſt they might 
expect to reap in Heaven, how fadly do 


they adulterate it with a large portion of 


tares, which choak it up ! 


Here I cloſe my review of the ſubject: 


the concluſion J had rather truſt to your- 


ſelves, than aſſiſt you in drawing it. 


Some of you, doubtleſs, will be ſurpriſed 
that I ſhould have made this review in a 
place which furniſhes me with an argu- 
ment againſt the obvious tendency of it. 
But I truſt that no man, who hears me, 
does good upon ſo ſhallow a foundation, 


as to be afraid to trace the motive, or to 


examine into the nature of his bounty; 
nor would I, for a moment, ſuppoſe that 
# {7-37 : | | | any 
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any man here could be ſhaken in his 

cCharity, becauſe there is ſuch a thing as 

ſpurious Benevolence in the world. Who- 
ever knows the valuable effects of our in- 
ſtitution; whoever conſiders the ſpecies ; 
of diſtreſs which it relieves; and whoever | 5 
views the affecting objects which it pro- 
tects, muſt confeſs, that the Benevolence 
which is here called forth, is one of the 
moſt lovely bloſſoms of our holy religion. 
Who then, that ſees a wretched orphan 
received from the bed of an expiring 
parent into the arms of new fathers and 
new mothers; who ſees an helpleſs and 
deſerted female ſnatched from ruin, nur- 
tured with inſtruction, and then preſented 

to the world with the beſt guards of in- 
nocence; who is there that witneſſes the 

diffuſion of ſuch precious ſeed, but muſt 

with that it may grow up into a bleſſed 
harveſt of eternal happineſs to the benevo-. 
| ; lent 
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5 lent huſbandman, and pour forth the fruits 
of everlaſting joy an hundred fold into 
5 his own boſom? Impreſſed with this ſen- 


timent, I exhort every man to. analyſe his 


Benevolence, to put it upon its true mo- 
tive, and its true grounds, to conſider it as 
a part, and not as the whole of his duty; 
that ſo, after having been inſtrumental in 


ſaving others, he may himſelf not finally 


be caſt away. My brethren, true Bene- 


volence cannot exiſt without all ther 


Chriſtian graces: all virtues are of the 
ſame family; they all ſpring from Piety. 
Love to our neighbour can only flow from 
the fountain of love to God. You will 
ealily comprehend, that a good action is 


not the cauſe of religion, but the effect 


only *: and religion does not direct its 


W to one or ane good action, 


8 vid. Eſtimate of the Religion of the F 


World. 
D but 
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| BERMON but to all, and every one, where occaſion 
— calls, and opportunity preſents itſelf. May 
this, my brethren, be the nature of your 
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Benevolence; may it be the univerſal Be- 
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nevolence of the world! Then, and then 
only, may this be eminently termed The 

Age of Charity; and when your good 
works all flow from Piety, their reward 
ſhall be returned into your own hearts; 
and bleſſed, and for ever bleſſed ſhall ye be : : 
in the enjoyment of that reward 3 in the | 
kingdom of God ! 
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oo THE PRESENT STATE OF EDUCATION. 


"SERMON III. 


Tsa1an, chap. xxviii. verſes 9, 10. 


| Whom ſhall he teach hzowledgs ? and whom 


ſhall be make to underſtand doctrine? 


Them that are weaned from the milk, 


and drawn From the breaſts. 
'F or precept muſt be upon precept, precept 


ne; here à little, and there a little. 


IN purſuing the plan which I have pro- 


us, I come now to ſpeak upon the very 


preſent mode of Education 1 take to be 
. „ 


upon precept; line upon line, line upon 


poſed for this holy ſeaſon, viz. to examine 
into the preſent ſtate of religion amongſt 


: important ſubject of EpucATION. The 


q6 1 - On the State of Education. 
SERMON at once a cauſe, and an evidence, of the 115 t 
> decreaſe of religion. As the ground of ⁵ t 

my obſervations, I aſſume, as granted, the 7 E 


poſition of a celebrated Writer on this MW f 
ſubject: FF That of all the men we meet 3 t 
with, nine parts of ten are what they are, 1 — 
good or evil, uſeful or not, by their Edu- 7 1 
cation 2. Our firſt habits ſtick by us 2 
through the remainder of our lives; or, = 9 
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at leaſt, are thrown off with a painfulneſs 
of perſeverance, or by a ſtrength of con- 15 it 
viction, very rarely to be met with. This 2 1 
is acknowledged to be the caſe in bad 5 "MW 
habits; and it is equally true in the im- : f. 
portant articles of faith and morals. There 1 1 
is no difficulty in ſhaking that faith which - Z ye 
was never yet eſtabliſhed, or in pervert= | p 
ing that practice which was never yet 1 01 
directed right. But when we have been o© 


* Locke on Education. 


taught 


$ ca 


On the State of Education. _ WER 

taught the high authority of religion, and SERMON | 

the duties of virtue, the modeſty of un- 
principles will be long diſguſted with the 


ſneer of the infidel, and proof againſt the 
temptations of the profligate. What we 
5 at firſt, perhaps, imbibe by imitation, we 
become attached to by habit, and gradu- 
ally comprehend the principles of, with the 
progreſs of reaſon. 1 | 
We acknowledge the neceſſity of teach- 
ing elements to children, which they can- 
not at preſent underſtand ; but which the 
= memory is ſtored with to be brought into | 
” 5 future uſe. The firſt ſteps of Education 
= are entirely of this nature. We teach the 
youthful mind, with infinite patience and 
perſeverance, the principles of thoſe arts 
or ſciences, which are to be their future 
ornament, or the means of their future 
maintenance; and are content to lead them 
on, ſtep. * ſtep, before they are able to 
D 3 com- — 
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engen comprehend and apply the firſt rules 
— which they have learnt. It is equally 

neceſſury to teach the elements of religion 
4 in this way; to inſtruct young people in 
+ [ | X the grounds of their faith, by teaching 
; them the hiſtory of man, as a being 
created by, and derived from, God, and by 
imprinting on their memories the account 
of man's fall and redemption ;-—To inſtruct 
them farther in the nature of their prac- 
tice, as a neceſſary fruit of their faith=- - 
as conſiſting of duties commanded by God, 
which are to be exerciſed towards Him, 
| towards our neighbour, and towards our- 
1131 1 ſelves; To inſtruct them in the general 
F od heads of theſe duties, in the reaſons, au- 
4 thority, and neceſſity on which they are 
IE founded; in their reſpective degrees and 
variations; and, finally, in their particular 
application. Thus then, in religion, there 
is a * deal for a man to believe ad to 
do; 
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i do 3 before he can either believe or 
perform, he muſt comprehend; ; and, be- 

fore he can comprehend, he muſt be in- 
ſtructec. | 


In another point of view, than as an 
indiſpenſable article of knowledge, it is 
abſolutely neceſſary that the mind ſhould 


be prepared for religion as early as it is 


poſſible. Our fallen nature is contrary to 


the purities of religion; the Chriſtian 
religion is deſigned to correct this un- 
happy corruption; we muſt apply its 
powers, therefore, before the corruption 


has overſpread and infected the whole 


mind, and before it is grown invetcrate 
by time, habit, and example. The whole 
commerce of life is adverſe to ſpirituality ; 
early principles and early habits, there- 
fore, are particularly neceſſary to eſtabliſh 
a predilection for that which every thing 
we meet with, in the paſſage through life, 


D 4 endeavours 


SERMON | endeavours to raw us aſide from. For 


0 the State of Education. 


— this purpoſe the Church has given us an 


elementary book of religion, entitled, A 
Catechiſm,” which is drawn from the 


pureſt fountain of truth, the * aa 


turcs themſelves. 


This mode of tcaching religion has pre- 
vailed in the Chriſtian church from the 


earlieſt period: we find the diſtinction of 


| believers, or perſons mature in Chriſtian 


knowledge; and catechumens, or perſons 


inſtructed in the goſpel, by queſtion and 
anſwer, ſo early as the firſt century. It 


is aſſerted, that a catechetical ſchool was 
founded by St. Mark. In our church a 


form of catechiſm, and the enforcement 


of that mode of inſtruction, was the firſt 


Care of the reformers; it made an im- 


portant ſubject in many ſucceeding con- 


vocations; it is a principal article in the 
injunctions of King Edward VI. and Queen 


Elizabeth; and there is a canon to this 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe now in force, which it would be sxRMoN 


well for religion, and the ſouls of men. 


if both miniſters and; hearers nn 


with. 


This 0 contains a comprehen- 


ſive, but very clear account of religion 


for the benefit of the infant mind. Its 


uſes, however, muſt depend much upon 


the diligence and the judgment of the 


inſtructor. The firſt thing to be done, 


is to imprint it on the memory; but this, 


though abſolutely neceſſary, is only a ſtep; 


it muſt frequently be explained, eaſily and 


familiarly, according to the degree and 
progreſs of the underſtanding. The 
youngeſt children thus inſtructed, cannot 


fail to have ideas of ſome kind on a ſub- 


jet, which is ſo repeatedly inſtilled into 
them; and of courſe, as they advance in 
years and underſtanding, theſe ideas muſt 
progreſſively become more accurate and 


extended. 
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On tbe State of Education. | 


extended. The facraments, indeed, which 
are not a part of the original church cate- 
- chiſm, but were added in the beginning 


of King James the Firſt's reign, are more 
abſtruſe, and are couched in terms which 
are almoſt metaphyſical; but even theſe 
may, by the fame mode of inſtruction, and 
where the former part has been well un- 
derſtood, be explained to the full com- 


prchenſion of young people, before the 


time when the church directs them to be 
brought for confirmation. 1 
I am now to enquire whether, in tje 


preſent ſyſtem of Education, they, who f 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn 
from the breaſt, are taught knowledge, 


and made to underſtand doctrine; whe- © 
ther there i 1s © precept upon n and | : 
line upon line.” [ 

At the ſame time that we are to rejoice 


that there is an inclination manifeſted 
Amoſt 


In- 
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maß throughout the kingdom to give m 
this valuable inſtruction to the poor, ve 


= muſt alſo deeply lament, that the food 
Z which the more opulent are deſirous of im- 


parting to the ſouls of the poorer children, 


they withhold from their own. The 


wholeſome cuſtom, both of private and 


wo x public catechizing is almoſt univerſally 
7 neglected in every claſs of people, above 
the moſt wretched and dependant. In the 


few inſtances, where it is thought neceſ- 
fary to force the form of words upon the 
minds of children, the explanation—the 
illuſtration is totally neglected. The cate- 


chiſm is thrown, as a dead load, upon 


their memories; as a cumberſome form 
of godlineſs, without one particle of its 


power. The beſt divines have ever conſi- 


= dered catechizing not only as the moſt 


effectual mode of inſtruction, but as the 


main, 


{ 


£5 44 s On the State of Education. 
| | SERMON main ſupport of religion in the world * MM af 
S—Y— Accordingly, I think we may fairly aſcribe | th 
the decay of religion, in this nation, very lif 

much to the negle& of this mode of x Lal 

* inſtruction. Throughout the different ful 

claſſes of Diſſenters, there ſeems to be a 1 un 

greater appearance of religion, than amongſt - pat 

14 the members of the Eſtabliſhment}; and 7 | kn 
oF amongſt theſe, I believe, you will almoſt 1 if 
univerſally find that a very aſſiduous atten= WW acc 
tion is paid to ſome kind of catechetical 9 tho 
ä inſtruction of their youth. | £ | faly 
The earlieſt - rudiments of religious 4 the 
knowledge muſt of courſe be imparted by 15 to b 
parents; but in tracing the progreſs of ä be 
information, it is much to be lamented, i ſo 1 
that religion makes no part of the ſyſtem 
of ſchool Ne The higher we 


* Vid. Das Horne s Charge, p- 12. 
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aſcend in the ſcale of youthful ſeminaries, Ep 


the leſs is this grand concern in human 


life attended to. While the beſt models 


of Grecian and Roman eloquence are care- 
fully heid up; while the claſſic: page is 
unfolded line by line, with unwearied 

patience, the doctrines of God's univerſal 


knowledge, and univerſal providence, the 
hiſtory of man's fall and redemption, the 
accountableneſs of men for every word, 


thought, and deed, the whole tidings of 


ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, as laid down in 


the Goſpel; theſe things are left to chance, 
to be picked up any how, at any time, to 
be adopted or rejected as it may happen 


|] ſo that the happy inſtitution of Sunday 
© ſchools becomes almoſt as neceſſary for 


the children of the more opulent, as for 


bf the children of the poor and miſerable. 
3 I have thought it important to my pur- 5 
4 N to dwell thus long ypon the ſtate of 


religious 


* 
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ar religious education, becauſe to this a f 
_—_— cal defect muſt be aſcribed that relaxed 2 2 
diſcipline amongſt youth, which I am 7 1 


now to take notice of, and which I con- ir 
ſider as the bane of public and private 1 
happineſs and virtue. The paſſage through 
human life is ſo perplexed with ſnares and 
difficulties, that ſome {kill is ſurely neceſ- 
fary to ſteer us ſafe through this dan- 
gerous voyage. The {kill here required is 
compounded of ex perience and compariſon, 1 ; 
weighed and digeſted by a ſound under- 5 
ſtanding. Neither experience, nor com- 
pariſon, nor mature underſtanding, are to 
be found amongſt the advantages of early 
youth: on the contrary, when left to it- 
elf, its only guides are haſty impulſe and 
airy imagination. Theſe our forefathers 
thought were but raſh and deluſive di- 
rectors at the outſet of life, where its 
dangers 3 are the moſt thronged, the moſt 
fatal, 
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fatal, and the moſt difficult to be guarded INNS 
againſt. They, therefore, inſtituted” reW . 


ſtraints, which were falutary, but not 
irkſome; and thought it neceſſary for 
young people to abide by the experience 


of others, till they had time and conver- 


fation with the world to gain experience 
of their own. Theſe reſtraints are now 
broken down; this diſcipline is annihi- 
lated, and there is but one. ſtep, as it 
were, from infancy to manhood. For 
God's fake let us ſtop a moment to ob- 
ſerve the conſequence! A youth hardly 


emerged from childhood, is left to think 


and to a& for himſelf, and to do what is 
Tight in his own eyes; a creature of im- 


pulſe, without the power of looking for- 


ward to a conſequence. The efferveſ- 
cence of a young mind, you ſay, is not 
to be checked, it onght to take its natural 
courſe, and will, in time, ſubſide of it- 


ſelf: 
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ON ſelf: but mark the devaſtation, the irre- 
| 8 mediable havock, which is made before 
the ſeaſon arrives of this natural ſubſi- 
dence. The unneceſſary extravagance 

which children are indulged in, while 1 

they are in a ſtate of pupilage, of one 
kind or other, gives them an encreafing 

taſte for expence, as they grow up, be- 

yond their incomes, and beyond the ſup- 

plies which their injudicious parents have 

encouraged them to expect. Early difli- 

pation, Rill ſtrengthening by indulgence, | it | 

excludes every notion of religion, and * the 

produces all the baſe train of dependance, 0 the 

and mean and ſordid expedients to ſupply 1 1 

the vicious calls of extravagance. Life 


5 
{noma 
£5 
ed 
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does not open and gradually expand before wh 


them; it burſts all at once upon them; 1 | ſub 
the natural efferveſcence of the mind is = too 
aggravated; the appetites, the paſſions, b the 
and the gratification of them are all urged 1 trea 
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on and anticipated. In conſequence of SERMON 


thus enjoying life prematurely, the reſt — 
of a man's days hang languid upon him; 
he is compelled to be ingenious in vice, 


and ingenious in pleaſure, to ſupply the 
| novelty which is departed, and to give 
| ſome elaſticity to the exiſtence which he 
endures, rather than enjoys. If, then, we 


could condeſcend to degrade religion to a 


mere article of national diſcipline, even 


then an early and attentive inſtruction 1 in. | 


it would be abſolutely neceſſary to check 
theſe baneful and ruinous outrages upon 
the virtue of youth. 


I ſhall conclude with noticing two col- 


lateral cauſes of religion and immorality, 


which are ſtrongly connected with my 


ſubject, and againſt which you cannot be 
too earneſtly cautioned. The FIRST is, 


the preſent mode of treating religion, and 


treating ſenſual vices, by popular writers, 
E  — x 


SERMON whoſe works are ſuffered to be! in the hands 
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—ͤ— of young people at a very early age. Of this 


deſcription of writers I ſhall ſpeak in the 


ſtrong, but juſt language of an author, who, 


in literature, ſtands unrivalled in modern 
times, and who glorified his Maker by 


employing it to the beſt purpoſes of reli- 
gion and morality. The wickedneſs of 


a looſe or profane author is more atrocious 


than that of the giddy libertine, or drunken 
raviſher, not only becauſe it extends its 


effects wider, as a peſtilence that taints 
the air is more deſtructive than poiſon 
__ diffuſed in a draught, but becauſe it is 


committed with cool deliberation. By the 


inſtantaneous violence of defire, a good 


man may ſometimes be ſurprized before 


refiection can come to his reſcue; when 
the appetites have ſtrengthened their in- 


fluence by habit, they are not caſily re- 
ſiſted or ee but for the frigid 
villany 
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logy can be invented ? What puniſhment 
can be adequate to the crime of him who 


retires to ſolitudes for the refinements of 
debauchery; who tortures his fancy, and 


ranſacks his memory, only that he may 


leave the world leſs virtuous than he found 
it ; that he may intercept the hopes of the 


riſing generation; ; and ſpread ſnares for 
the ſoul with more dexterity *? 


The sEconD thing I alluded to, and 
which at once ftrongly marks the looſe 


manners of the age, and is a ſad induce- 


ment to forget the ſeverities of good prin- 


ciples, is that eaſy and familiar manner in 


which the groſſeſt vices are talked over; 


and the little abhorrence which is ſhewn 


to the perſons of the profligate and aban- 


'* Rambler, No. 77. 
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villany of ſtudious lewdneſs, for the calm SERMON 
malignity of laboured impiety, what apo-— 
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SERMON doned What I have to fay here (and 
— with which I ſhall conclude), I deſign 


as a caution to that ſex, whoſe modeſty is 


their beſt and moſt engaging charm, a 


_ caution at which, perhaps, ſome of them, 


unſuſpicious of their own danger, may 


ſhrink back with horror. In the licenti- 


ouſneſs of modern manners, the vices of 


the faſhionable and the great are talked of 


with as little reſerve, and as little diſguſt, 
as if they were ſo many honorable page- 
ants of their rank and ſtation, Inſtead of 
being ſhocked at the crimes, and bluſhing at | 
the errors of thoſe who have fallen into the 


ſnares of the ſeducer, and are now braving 


decency with the oſtentation of their vices, 
we hear the moſt delicate of their ſex 


talking of them without heſitation or cen- 


ſure; we ſee them captivated with their 

elegancies, and, adopting the wanton 

graces of their attire, they acknowledge 
| them 


On the State of Education. 


minds this falutary truth which every 


day's obſervation, every newſpaper you 


caſt your eyes upon, give you fad illuſtra- 
tions of ;—that the moment the horror 


and deteſtation of vice ceaſe to be alive in 
your hearts, the moment you view it with- 


out averſion, you are but one link in the 


chain of morals above the depraved objects 


I allude to; and may, by the encourage- 


ment which ſuch levity holds out to the 


| betrayer, ſoon become partners in the 


ſame guilt. The firſt ſtep is to endure vice, 


—the next (and almoſt certain one) is to 


embrace it, 


| May the grace of God ſhield you all 
from this danger, and preſerve you pure 


and ſpotleſs to the day of his coming ! 


E 3 
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them the prieſteſſes of faſhion. I ſay not SKH 
this for the ſake of uttering unneceſſarily ß 


an odious fact, but to imprint upon your 
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SERMON Iv. 


ON THE PRESENT STATE OF PUBLIC AND 
PRIVATE WORSHIP. 


Is AIAH, chap. v. verſe 12. 


The harp, and the viol, the tabret, and 
pipe, and wine, are in their feaſts: but 


they regard not the work of the Lord, 
neither conſider the operation of tis 
hands. 3 


THE Prophet in this chapter reproves 
the jews for their impiety and riotous 
exceſſes, and denounces againſt them the 
judgments of God for their ingratitude 
towards him. Whoever hears the part of 
5 the deſcription which is recorded in the 


2 text, 


Preached 
at the 
Aſylum, 
March 18, 


1792. 
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_ SERMON text, caunot fail to apply it to the times 
— in which we live. A nearer conſideration 
of that diſorderly ſtate of things, which is 

there deſcribed, will make a very neceſ- 
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fary part of the plan which I have already 


propoſed. 


In my laſt diſcourſe I took a view of the 


preſent mode of education . amongſt us. 
From the defective ſtate of this grand 


foundation of men's future conduct and 


diſcipline, we may, in a great meaſure, 
derive thoſe evils of decreaſing religion, 
which make up not the leaſt painful part 
of this review. A relaxed youth muſt 


almoſt neceſſarily produce a licentious 
manhood. He who has been accuſtomed - 
to run wild in his father's houſe, will be 


more likely to encreaſe, than correct, his 
diſſipation and careleſſneſs, when he is 


_ himſelf exalted to be the head of a fa- 


mily. 
The 


1 


On public and private Worſhip. 


57 


The firſt inſtance of this continued re- SERMON 


laxation of manners which I ſhall pro- — 
| duce, is the neglect of family religion and 


family order. Religion is not an abſtract 
fpeculation which can be detached from 


common life; it is breathed into all our 


motives, and directs all our actions to a 


conformity to the will of God. We pray 
to our Father, which is in Heaven, © Thy 


will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven:“ 


5 The life of angels in that pure and bleſſed 


ſtate—that life which we one day hope ta 


become partakers of, is a life of praiſe and | 


adoration. The temper of mind which 


will conſtitute our bliſs in Heaven muſt 


be acquired whilſt we are ſojourners on 


carth; and if we are in no degree ſpiritu- 


alized here, we can have no capacity for 
the joys of another world, which are only 
the perfection of that which is ſpiritual, 


If therefore God is not in all our thoughts 


in 


58 


SBRMON in the common conduct of our lives; if he 


On SUN and private W orſhip. 


— appears not in the regularity and the de- 


cency of our families; if no incenſe of 


praiſe and adoration riſes from our private 


| altars, can we be faid to have made any 


progreſs in that frame of mind, whoſe beſt 


and only enjoyment is hereafter to be found 


in the conſtant fervours of piety and devo- 


tion? Every appearance of this kind in 


our houſes has long ceaſed amongſt us; 


| and it is to be numbered with the evi- 
dences of the decreaſe of religion, becauſe 


J may again appeal to the recollection of 


thoſe who are far advanced in life, for a 
different bid in this une of Chriſ- 
tian duty. | 


With the negle& of family devotion, we 


hall, of courſe, obſerve a diſuſe ny 


inſtruction in the duties of religion. We 


no longer regard the command of God 
himſelf, Theſe words which I com- 
5 mand 
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mand thee this day, ſhall be in thy heart. 


9 


SERMON 


And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto — 


thy children, and ſhalt talk of them when 


thou fitteſt in thy hovſe, and when thou 


walkeſt by the way, and when thou lieſt 


1 down, and when thou riſeſt up *: We 
light the dreadful judgment upon Eli | 


for his neglect in this particular, © I have 


told him (faith the Lord), that I will 


judge his houſe for ever, for the iniquity 
which he knoweth; becauſe his ſons 


made themſelves vile, and he reſtrained 


them not. And therefore I have ſworn 
unto the houſe of Eli, that the iniquity 


of Eli's houſe ſhall not be purged with 
 facrifice nor offering for ever 1.“ Nor 
are we, on the other hand, encouraged 


to awaken from this ſpiritual torpor by 


the Almighty' 8 approbation. of Abraham, | 


m Deut. Vi. 6, 7. Ee e iii. 1 13, 14. 


he 
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SERMON he © ſhall ſurely become a great and 


— mighty nation, and all the nations of the 


earth ſhall be bleſſed in him : for I know 


him that he will command his children 


and his houſhold after him, and they ſhall 


keep the way of the Lord, to do juſtice 
and judgment *.” Thus the threatnings 


of God on the one hand, and his gracious 


approbation on the . are equally 


deſpiſed. 


The effects of this relaxed Aenne 


in private families are felt and lamented 


by every one of us; though but few give 


themſelves the trouble to enquire into the 


ſources of the evils we complain of; and 5 
ſtill fewer adopt the glorious ſingularity of 
reforming them, as far as belongs to their 


own individual conduct and influence. 


* Geneſis xviii. 18, 19. 
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4 undutiful; we ſee tho diſgracing SERMON 


4 themſelves and their families, and avenging . 
” (as it were by a judicial diſpenſation) the 
of neglect of their parents in their earlier 
8 | years, by bringing down their“ grey 
of hairs with ſorrow to the grave.” We find 
2 ſervants idle, extravagant, and diſhoneſt; 
E = we complain of their vices and their ſloth- 
ny fulneſs, forgetting how much of the blame 
* may be brought home to ourſelves, inaſ- 

| much as we give them no opportunity of 
” knowing what their duty is, of acquaint- 
a ing themſelves with the Almighty Being, 
5 who hath commanded that duty, with 
e K the promiſes he hath made to obedience, 
wal and the dreadful threatnings he hath de- 
nounced againſt diſobedience. Nay, per- 
ir haps, we go farther; and I fear it too often 

happens, that we not only afford them no 
8 


opportunity of knowing what is right, 
but by our own example (and we all know 


the 


id 
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the influence of example upon an inferior 
and dependant) we lead them moſt fatally 
wrong. Thus then each family, inſtead 


of contributing its portion to the ſtock of 


the public welfare, pours out a ſwarm of 


locuſts to prey upon the vitals of ſocial 
virtue and happineſs; it ſends forth a 


volume of peſtilential breath to corrupt 


and contaminate the fair bloſſoms which 


remain: 


Religion, I have before obſerved, is 
_ invariably conſiſtent; it cannot be put on 


and off at pleaſure; but if we feel it at 


all, we muſt feel it at all times, and on all 
_ occaſions. If we do not acknowledge Wn 
at home, it can hardly be expected that 


we ſhould acknowledge it abroad; if we 
diſown it for fix days in the week, we 
ſhall not be very careful to profeſs it on 


the ſeventh. Hence though the Almighty : 
has enjoined us to © bind his command- 


ments 


% | — — — —=—Wy 
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_ frontleſs between our eyes *, yet it wil 


not be ſurprizing that we ſhould neglect 


« keep holy the Sabbath Day.“ The 
i —_ were it nothing elſe, is, by be- 
ing a day of peculiar dedication to God, 

a day of ſeparation from worldly buſineſs, 


and a ſecurity for preſerving alive the re- 


collection of religion. 
Let us briefly enquire then in what 


manner this day is obſerved amongſt 


us. 


It ought to be univerſally, with every 


rank and deſcription of Chriſtians, kept 


holy as a day of public worſhip. It would 


be a ſpecies of effrontery in any man to 
pretend to religion, who does not Join in 
communion, in that place, where the 


body of Chriſtians pay their gratitude to | 


Deut. vi. 8. 


ments for a ſign upon our hands, and as SERMoN 


God, | 


SERMON 


5 deſerted, and what great numbers are but 
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God; where they make known all their 


wants; where they are invited to a holy 


ſacrament, which not only commemorates 


the ineſtimable price of their ſalvation, 


but which alſo promiſes many precious 
bleſſings and advantages, and where they 


hear all which is to inſtruct and confirm 
. in their duty. And yet every man 
knows more of his friends and acquaint= 


ance, who either entirely abſent themſelves 


from public worthip, or at leaſt but ſeldom : 


join in it, than who are conſtant at- 
tendants in the courts of the Lord's houſe. 
View the different places of divine wors 


ſhip, and how many are almoſt entirely 


thinly and ſparingly attended! Examine; 


for inſtance, any diſtri of the great me- 
tropolis at the hour of public prayer, and 
how ſmall a proportion will be found in 


the 2 of their duty ! And even of 


thoſe, 
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thoſe, who. make ſome pretenſions to ſeri- 


ouſnefs, - if they aſſemble themſelves to- 
gether on one part of the Sabbath day, 
they ſeem to conſider it as a meritorious 
effort of piety, and as a fair compromiſe 
for ſpending the reſt of it without the 


| ſhadow of a religious employment. 
he Sabbath i is likewiſe commanded to 


be kept holy as a day of reſt: © In it 


thou ſhalt do .no manner of work, thou, 


and thy ſon, and thy daughter, thy man 


ſervant, and thy maid ſervant, thy cattle, 


SERMON 


— 


and the ſtranger that is within thy gates. 


Let us conſider the manner in which the 
Sabbath is obſerved in this view of it. Do 
we reſt from pleaſure ? It is true that there 


_ aſuſpenſion of public amuſements on that 
day; but it is likewiſe true, that there is 
leſs and leſs ſuſpenſion of pleaſureable en- 


gagements in private houſes. The buſi- 


neſs of the faſhionable and the gay admits 


F 7 "a. 


* 
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» of n iter bal „ it impels them to the 
brink of eternity, before they have leiſure 
to allo hy the intruſion of a ſerious thought. 


Hence then on this day, which would 


otherwiſe be an expletive in their record 
of time, more of thoſe momentary un- 


ſatisfactory viſits, which the decorums of 


the world require from | its diſciples, are 

paid and returned, than on any other 
day in the week: The public walks, 
which are the very bane of ſober medita- 


tion after a pious exerciſe, are thronged 


even to inconvenience, not by thoſe who 
ſnatch a few delicious hours of recreation 
from a week's laborious and ſedentary in- 


5 duſtry, but by them whoſe leiſure is their 


misfortune, and God grant it may not be 
their eternal condemnation ! The engage- 


ments of the evening ſuffer no interrup- 


tion; and ſo rapid has been the progreſs 


of this part of the evil, and ſo barefaced 


Pa EY Eo” Sony 


IM» 
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and atrocious is it become, that it can SERMON 

be deſcribed in no terms which will not — — 
have the appearance of invective. It is 
but a few years ſince that one part of an 
evening's amuſement, which requires no 


explanation, was very rarely indulged on 


n Sabbath Day; and then only by perſons 


who were not the moſt reſpectable, and 
certainly not without cenſure. It was 
then a modeſt vice, and ſhrunk from 


public obſervation. But mankind, to do 
them juſtice, have eraſed from their cata- 


logue the ſin of hypocriſy; and think it 


unneceſſary to gloſs over a vice, which 


they have once brought themſelves to in- 


dulge, with the varniſh of decency. One 
great miſery of this evil is, that, in the 
natural courſe of example, it deſcends to 


thoſe claſſes of people amongſt whom 
till lately it was almoſt unknown. Reli- 


om kept its ground amongſt. the middle 


F 2 | _ ranks 
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SERMON 
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Phaned the Sabbath in this way, unleſs 
he had already parted with every other 


feared not the ſevere animadverſions of 


- 
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ranks of men for many years after it had 


been rejected by their ſuperiors ; but, 
alas! it is now receding even from this 
retreat, and God knows where it will be 
ſound at the tremendous day of enquiry 


into our faith and practice! Till now, no 


man of this deſcription dared to have pro- 


valuable feature of his character, and 


his neighbour. It is now, however, no 


longer the appropriate vice of any parti- 


cular deſeription of people; but belongs 


too generally to all. 


Nor is the Sabbath more a * of reſt 


Iu buſineſs, than it is from pleaſure. It 


was an inſtitution of mercy, as well as 
facrifice ; but how have we defrauded our- 


5 ſelves, and how have we defrauded others 


of that temporary reſt from their labours, 


, 
* 


on oO. which 


Oe tel +4 - 
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which in wiſdom, as well as goodneſs, is SERMON © 


here conceded to the human body and — 


mind! Under one pretence or other many 
trades are on this day continued, and 


much labour is performed. Profeſſional 


en gagements are made much more fre- 

quently than the world at large is aware 
of. Books are ſettled and arranged, as 
if the commerce of this world left no 
room for duties which are to prepare us 
for the next; and as if the encreaſe of 
opulence was a ſufficient apology for not 
aſking upon it the blefling of God, who is 
the author and giver of all good things. 


It is become a day of travelling and of in- 
tercourſe between diſtant places, in a de- 


gree which heretofore was not heard of. 
Thus the facred incloſure of the Sabbath 
is on all fides broken down; and the time ; 
is rapidly haſtening, when neither man 
nor beaſt will derive advantage from it. 
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SERNON ©. The Lord bleſſed the ſeventh day and 


— hallowed it, are ſounds waſted upon the 
deafened ear; and the obedience to this 
| divine authority is conſigning to. oblivion, 
with the ſervile ſuperſtitions of darker 
ages. The harp, and the viol, the tabret 
and pipe, and wine, are in their, feaſts ;, 
but "= regard not the work of the 


Lord.“ 


fanation of the Sabbath, I intended to 


have noticed other inſtances of relaxed 
diſcipline in private life, if the time would 
have permitted. As it is, I can only la- 
ment that men indulge themſelves in a 
levity and prophaneneſs of converſation 


before their children and dependents, 
which in itſelf is far from being innocent, 


and, in its conſequences, to public mora- 
lity, is truly lamentable. Much alſo is ĩt 


to 


Beſide the dilule of family e 5 
family inſtruction, and the neglect and pro- 
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to be deplored, that we, tog caſſly admit Saxon 
into our families, on aggount of their pleaſant — 
manners and convivial qualifications, men 
of vieious or ſuſpeged. characters. Nor 
is it leſs an evil, that while, we expect a 
great, deal of perfection from others, we 
are apt to be extremely defective in. t = 
on r 
Before 1 concluda;: L cannot Fas advert 
very particularly to one conſequence; of the 
melancholy facts which I have now ſtated. 
With all our vices, with all our, religious | 
 declenſions, there is an) attempt at a de- 
degree of geſormation . The inſtitution of 
Sunday Schools is a moſt happy expedient 
to teach. the infant poor the krigciples of 
religine 329 MARES; Bats 1; pray Yon, let 
is conſider, that when, we, hays taught 
chem that particular, things are facred.and 
inviglable; will they not hereafter expect. 
to find that they are as binding upon us 


On public and private Worſhip. 
as upon them? When they are tranſplanted 
from theſe pious ſeminaries into our fami- 
lies; or into the ſphere of obſerving our 
manners; will they not be diſappointed to 
find that our own precepts have no efficacy 
upon our own practice? When they ob- 
ſerve that their ſuperiors have no religion, 
the firſt ſpeculative principles which they 


have been taught wilt never be ſufficient 
to preſerve them in the belief of a God, : 
and a judgment to come. When they ob- 
ſerve their ſuperiors give way to the moſt 
licentious paſſions, the prece pts which they 
have heard of ſoberneſs, J teimperarice,” and 
chaſtity, will never reſtrain them from ex- 
travagance and profuſion; and conſequently 
law! 1 means to ſupply the neceſ< 


from u 
ſtties of folly and vice,” How inco 
is our conduct, that "we ourſelves ſhould 


counteract that which we | Ourſelves: have 
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0 my brethren, let us bemeäsber that en 
this ſcene of riot and exceſs muſt quickly — 


have an end, and the grave will cloſe over 


us with that volume of ſins, which muſt 


one day be ſpread before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt. If we have any notions of 
a future ſtate of retribution, on any prin- 
ciples, we can never diveſt ourſelves: of 
the apprehenſion, that we muſt account 


not only for what we have done; but alſo 

for what we have occaſioned others to * 
either by our example or importunity; and 
for what we might have prevented. At 


that day, then, when the ponderous tomb 
ſhall open, and the grave give up her dead; 


when no! created being throughout un- 


bounded. ſpace ſhall ſleep, but all, where- 
ever ſcattered, or however minutely mould- 


ered i into duſt, ſhall appear before Heaven's 
judgment ſeat; at that day when an eter- 
nal and irrevocable doom ſhall hang upon 


a moment ; 
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a moment; when even they who are pu- 


9 the blood of the Lamb ſhall trem- 


ble in awful expectation, how ſhall we be 
| prepared to ſtand before that tribunal where 
Juſtice will not be blinded, and where pity 
will not intercept her blow? Heavy-laden 
with the burden of our own iniquities ; 

| ſurrounded by a miſerable. group, who, 
but for our example, might have been 


innocent and happy; who, but for our 
neglect, might have worn their golden 
crowns, and. tuned their harps to notes. of 


eternal joy; how ſhall we meet that eye 
which will dart through the inmoſt ſoul ! 


5 . ; _— 
How ſhall we abide the ſentence which 
condemns us to the gnawings of that worm 


of conſcience which never dieth, and to 
live for ever amidſt the groans and re- 


proaches of thoſe whom we have corrupted! 
With ſuch a view, to think of dying muſt 


rp diſtraction : Good God! from our giddy 
ſcenes 


{c 


ſc; 
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ſcenes of diſſipation, how dare we 1 Non | 
forward to the great day of "A lament= — ; 


ation, and woe ! 
On the contrary, how bright would be 
our proſpects of futurity, were we con- 


ſcious that we were not only proceeding 


ourſelves in the path of life, but leading 


on thoſe around us to the high prize of 


our calling in Chriſt Jeſus! In death, how 
delightful would be our hopes! In our 


reſurrection, how glorious would be our 
waking from the ſleep of death, could we 
preſent a ſhining train before the throne of 


the Lamb, with this triumphant reflection, 
* Of them which thou gaveſt me, have I 


loſt none * » Then would theſe happy | 


words of our approving Judge ſtrike upon 
our enraptured ears, Well done, thou 


* John xvüi. 9. 


good 
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SERMON good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into 
— the joy of thy Lord * !. 

O that we were wiſe, that we under- 

ſtood this, that we would conſider our TE 

latter end +!” | 

Matt. xxv. 23. 4 Deut. xxxii. 29. 
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IN this verſe the Apoſtle gives us the Preached 
true deſcription of Jeſus Chriſt, as the Aſylum, 
author and the head of our religion; and 1792. 

| whoever does not receive him under this 
character, can have no pretenſions to the 
title of a Chriſtian. He is our wiſdom, in 


8 E R XO N V. 5 


THE GOSPEL A SYSTEM OF FAITH AS WELL 
AS MORALS, | 


1 ConneTHraxs 3 i. 30. 


But of him are ye in Cbri iff Foſs, 050 of 


God is made unto us wiſdom, and righte- 


ouſneſs, and fan2i 1 and redemp- 
tion. 


that he has taught us the true knowledge 


of God and the means of rendering our- 


ſelves 
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SERMON ſelves acceptable to him { « The world 


— by its wiſdom knew not God *. He is 


our righteouſneſs, in that his atonement is 
imputed on repentance for pardon of our 


fins; he is peculiarly our righteouſneſs, be- 


cauſe © if righteouſneſs come by the law, 


then Chriſt is dead in vain . ” Heis our 
fantl cation, making us holy, qualifying us 


for that pure ſtate to which he has called 


us, deſtroying the body of ſin, and giving 


us a new ſpirit of holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs; « We are ſanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jeſus Chriſt once 
for all +! The blood of Chriſt, who 


through the eternal ſpirit offered himſelf 


without ſpot to God, ſhall purge your 


conſcience from dead works to ſerve the 


living God ||.” He is our redemption, in 


that he hath redeemed us, from the do- 


* 1 Corinth. i. 22. Gal. ii. 21. 
+ Heb. x. 10. U Heb, ix. 14. 
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minion of ſin and Satan, from the curſe of SERMON 


believe as well- as to do; and that belief 


is the root and ſpring of our performance. 


I obſerved, at the outſet of theſe Diſ- 


courſes, that it is the faſhion to © reſolve 
_ Chriſtianity into a mere ſyſtem of morals.” 
But my text, and every page of that Goſ- 

pel which we fo eaſily accommodate to our 


own purpoſes, tells us that it is ſomething 


more; it is a ſyſtem which leads us to the 


knowledge of God; which offers us pardon 


and reconciliation, which are to be ob- 
tained by no other means; which pro- 
| duces good works as a conſequence of : 

knowing the will of God—as a condition 
of pardon; and then it conducts us to the 
end, to which every thing elſe is but a 


mean — Salvation, everlaſting life, and hap- 
| pineſs 


death, and to the reſurrection of eternal — 
lie. *'T hus, then, you obſerve that in the 
Chriſtian religion there is ſomething to 
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eren pineſs after death. i in the preſence. of God, 
— and in the communion of ſaints and 


angels. | 

No man can be a Chriſtian without 
good morals ; becauſe the life—the power 
of religion is purity and holineſs : : but 
morality is a ſyſtem of duties for this life 
only, of duties to our neighbour, and du- 


ties to ourſelves; and ſo long as theſe du- 


ties are performed, ſo long as the inter- 
courſes between man and man are fair and 
honourable, it matters not whether God 
: and a future ſtate are taken into the ac- 
count. But, my brethren, what page of 
the Bible is it which tells you that theſe 
duties make up the whole of religion ? 
Does not the ſame text which directs you 


to do juſtice and to love mercy, direct 
you alſo to“ walk humbly with your 


| | God *? Does not the ſame unerring au- 


= _  thority 
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thority which ſays © Thou ſhalt love thy SERMON | 
neighbour as thyſelf,” ſay alſo, * Thou — 


ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and with all thy ſoul, and with : all 


thy mind“? Are we not told that the 


juſt ſhall live by faith + ?” that after all 
we are * unprofitable ſervants * .“ and 


muſt finally reſt on the merits and media- 
tion of | Jeſus Chriſt only ? Faith in. the 


Goſpel, that it is the word of truth; 
Faith in Jeſus: Chriſt, that he ſpake as 


one having authority ;“ Faith in the 

promiſes and the threatenings of Chriſ- 
tianity, theſe indeed make the beſt founda- 

| tion of that conſiſtent Chriſtian morality 
which is exerciſed in every oppartunitys 


and is ſuperior to every temptation. 
Let us not then deceive ourſelves, and 
confound Chriſtianity and morality as one 
3" Matt. xXii. 37, 39. + Rom. i. 17. 
| + Luke, xvii. 10. Bos || Matt. vii. 29. 
| 8 and 
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SERMON and the ſame thing. Do you imagine that h 
under the law, with all its corruptions, „ 

there were no moral men? Do you ſup- 6 L 

poſe that in all the ages of Pagan antiquity h 

there were no moral men ? Do you ap- d 

prehend that at this day there are no moral -.Þ 

men to be found under the banner of Ma- n 

homet ? Nay, have you not read of moral "» 

men who have profeſſedly written againſt 5 

| | Chriſtianity? Why, then, my brethren, FE w 
4 | if your morality is your religion, what = 
1 will you make your diſtinction from ge 
+ Pagans, Jews, Turks, and Infidels? ” „ 
= 1. If you pay any reſpect to the New be 
= Teſtament you muſt receive it all, or you | 5 
muſt reject it all: while it all ſtands upon of 

the ſame authority, every part muſt be In 

received and embraced alike as the word of le 

God. If we believe that we are bound by th 


the New Teſtament to be honeſt, the 
very ſame authority binds us with ſtill 
higher 


lat 
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higher obligation to look up to Jeſus as SERMON: 
« the author and finiſher of eur fiche Gn __—_ 
Unleſs we implicitly believe with all our 
hearts; and with all our ſouls, all thoſe 


doctrines which are to be found in every 


page of the goſpel; doctrines which depend 


not on human gloſſes and comments, 


which are not taught by the implication 


and conſtruction of human learning; unleſs 
we believe that we cannot otherwiſe be 
ſaved, I know not on what ground of 


goſpel authority we are reſtrained from 
the violation of every duty to our neigh- ” 
bour and to ourſelves. : i 
That the Goſpel contains a purer code 
of morals than has ever before been de- 


livered, 1s, I believe, on all hands acknow- 


ledged; nor is it leſs true, that it affords . 
the beſt and only motives of morality, 


* Heb. Xii. 2. 
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R ion both of thought as well as har, Tt 
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may be ſufficient for the purpoſes of hu- 


man life (as has no doubt been evident in 


many heathen inftances), that men's ac- 
tions and outward demeanour are fair and 


honeſt; but we have a much ſtronger 


motive for inward integrity, which is the 


beſt ſecurity for our honourable dealings, 


in .the belief that there is a God who. 
ſearches: the heart, who knows our | 


thoughts, and weighs in the balance every 


working of the mind. 


The native beauty of virtue hai fre- 


quently been propoſed as a ſufficient in- 


ducement to a nearer acquaintance with 


her. This is a motive adapted to pure 
and ſpotleſs beings, but not to frail and 
ſinful men; becauſe on this principle we 


are left at liberty to embrace a vice inſtead 
of a virtue, if (as it ſometimes happens) 
ſhe puts on, of the two, the more attrac- 


- ive 
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tive blandiſhments. The ſurer motive, I SERMON 
apprehend, will be found in the goſpel] www 


doctrine of a ſtate of future retribution. 
« He that cometh to God, mult believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeek him . As it 


applies to men, how beautiful a connection 
is here formed between motives and ac- 


tions! As it applies to God, how ſatisfac- 
torily is he juſtified as the moral Governor 


of the univerſe ! Convinced of this doc- 
trine, and dreading the terrors of future 
| vengeance, the bad man dares not draw 
forth the latent wickedneſs of his heart. 


Confid-nt that God is juſt, and encouraged 
by invaluable rewards which he has in 


moſt aſſured reverſion, the man of low 
degree unweariedly performs the ſevereſt 
duties of his ſtation. Reſting on this 


* Heb. xi. 6, 
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SERMON faith, as on an anchor which never faileth, bl 
— we behold on one hand the unmerited = 
ſucceſs of ſome, and on the other we ' ie 
feel our own miſcarriages with the calm W 
dignity of men whoſe beſt hopes are ſtill w 
unſhaken by the agitations and convul- it 
fions of this tranſitory ſcene. While an 
Heaven opens to our view, and angels pr 

| be ckon us to its bright abodes, misfortune ne 
patiently reclines on the boſom of content- - ne 
ment, with eyes directed to that pure feli- OL 
city, where tears no longer flow, and the w. 
ſorrows of the heart no longer throb. On m 
this principle only, that the life of man ur 
ends not here, but that when he has be 
thrown off the mortal huſk. he ſhall ſtand 0 

an accountable creature at the bar of his ſo 
Maker; on this principle only, that human 2 
things are to be conſidered: ſimply as they 5 
hear a relation to another ſtate of juſt re- us 
tribution, can we reconcile the innumera- ar 


ble 
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itſelf that God is wiſe, and holy, and juſt, 
and good ! But conſidering ourſelves as 


probationary beings ; conſidering our con- 


nection with eternity; conſidering God as 


never loſing fight of us in any period of 


our exiſtence, and conducting us to an end 


| which is concealed; only by the veil of 
mortality, every difficulty ariſing from the 
untoward events of this world vaniſhes 
before us; and we acknowledge, in the full 


confidence of faith and hope, this truth, 
ſo often quoted and ſo little underſtood, 
« Whatever is, is right.“ 


Poſſeſſed of theſe ineſtimable _ let 


jt Not, my - brethren, narrow the grand 
and glorious ſcope of the evangelical diſ- 


G 4 penſation 


87 
ble moral difficulties with which we are SERMON 
ſurrounded in the world. Were the pre- 
ſent ſtate to be our “ continuing city; 5 
were this our only concern, how hard 

would it be for the pious mind to an 
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SERMON penſation into an humble ſyſtem of human 
3 ethics; but let us receive it as the trea- 


ſure of life and immortality, revealed to 
us © in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made 


unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption.” 


It has often been objected againſt this 
ſcheme of the Goſpel, as I have de- - 
ſcribed it, that, in general, the lives of 
Chriſtians, and' the lives of unbelievers 
and iceptics, have no diſcriminating fea- 
tures. We cannot but admit the fact in 
a very conſiderable degree. We ſee men 
who profeſs not to think at all about reli- 
gion, and men Who profeſs themſelves to 


be Chriſtians, equally engaged in the com- 


mon concerns of life. They pay the ſame 
attention to buſineſs; they are alike en- 
gaged i in the hurry of pleaſure! and diſſi- 
pation, Their Chriſtianity is merely a pro- 
feſſion of the 1 the * cannot be 


ſaid 
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purſue its intereſts to the utmoſt, as if they 


had no expectations of any thing here- 
after. 2 1 3 


It is certainly a misfortune that this is 


the caſe, and contrary to the ſpirit of our 


religion; whoſe power ſhould pervade every 


action and every concern in this world, 


and ſhould ſeparate us in our lives and 


converſations, as a peculiar people, from 
every unbeliever; from every ſcoffer at 
the Gofpel; and every careleſs diſciple of 
a faith, whoſe energy he does not feel. 
This is an evil, however, derived from 
our conſidering Chriſtianity in its inferior 
view; merely as a moral law. If we em- 


et „ ETA. * . 7 DE - 2 8 
a braced it in all its parts, like men in 


earneſt, our lives muſt be holy and ſpi- : 
ritual. There is not a doctrine of the 
Goſpel which does not apply to common 
Won N life. 
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ſaid to be the ſtrict rule of their practice; SERMON 


they are conformed to this world; and they — 
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— the new born ſons of God, we can no 
other wiſe be ſo, but by renounc ing every 
thing that is vain and foolith i in every part 


of our common life. If we are to be in 


1ſt new creatures, We muſt ſhew that 


we are ſo, by having new ways of living 
in the world. If we are to follow Chriſt, 
it muſt be in our common way of ſpend- 


ing every day. The virtues and holy 


tianity is ſo far from leavin g us to live in 
the common ways of life, conforming to 
the folly of cuſtoms, and gratifying the 
paſſions and tempers which the ſpirit of 


its virtues which it makes neceſſary to 
— are. io ſo oy ways of living 
above 


22 


| SERMON 5 « If we are to be wiſe and holy, 28 


tempers of Chriſtianity are not ours, un- 8 5 
leſs they be the virtues and tempers of | 
our ordinary converſation. So that Chriſ- 


the world delights-in—it is ſo far from in- 
dulging us in any of theſe things, that all 
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above, and. contrary to the world in all SERMON | 


8 

0 | the common actions of our lives. If our — 8 
y common life is not a common courſe of 
t humility, {elf-denial, renunciation of the 
4 world, poverty of ſpirit, and heavenly 
t | affection, we do not live the lives of 
g Chriſtians N lei ; | 

, 5 My d this 1 is not Fe you 
> cannot open a page of the New Teſtament 
y without reading that this is the doctrine 
- nx the Goſpel of which you profeſs your- 
f | | Pipes to be believers. Fhe truth is, that 
b - very. few of us conſider what are the doc- 

| trines of the Goſpel, and what is their 
0 awful import. We are Chriſtians for the 
e | fame. reaſon that we might have been 
6 Pagans or Mahawetane, becauſe our fore - 
q be + Law 8 Serions Call which I earneſtly rele 
_ to every man's attention, who wiſhes to underſtand 
0 + ae Chriſtian "on and to lead a life ne | 
TT „ ton. Hi | 
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SERMON fathers were ſo. Let us try this aſſertion 


◻ by a ſingle doctrine, vz. the immortalitß 1 

of the ſoul, as revealed by Jeſus Chriſt. "= 3 

If we were firmly impreſſed with a belief Ei 

that we were to live for ever, and that th 

our, future exiſtence depends upon our i a 

. conduct here, is it poſſible that any man MF e 
of common reaſon ſhould ſo far forget the 
natural laws of ſelf- preſervation, as to do 

any thing which would hazard the happi- { 

neſs of that exiſtence ? We have no way p 

of judging of any man's conviction, but 0 

by his acting according to it. If we be- p 

lieve that our lives are in danger, we are A 

cearneſtly employed in preſerving them; if 0 

we believe that the goods of this world 1 

are neceſſary and convenient to us, we are 1 

earneſt, and laborious, and anxious in the 2 

means of acquiring them. Whatever in- 0 

tereſt, whatever concern we think worthy t 


of our attention, we ſoon manifeſt our 


eagerneſs 
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eagerneſs in the purſuit of it. But who SERMON 


immortality ? We do not fee through 


that very brittle texture which divides the 
two worlds, and therefore we leave it to 
chance. A rational man is anxious about 
every thing in proportion to its value. 


Now, if we believe that our lot i in a future 


ſtate depends upon ourſelves; that, i in re- 


ſpect of its duration, this life is but as a 15 
point of time; according to every analogy 


of common ſenſe, to which life ſhould we 
pay the greateſt attention ? IF we believe, 


as we profeſs, not only in a ſtate of future 


exiſtence, but that it is a ſtate of joy and 


felicity ; that in God's © preſence is ful- 


neſs of joy, and at his right hand there 
are pleaſures for evermore *; and that no 


cares, no griefs, no chequered events ſhall 
trouble this pure fountain of felicity, would 


It 


„ 


diſcovers our earneſtneſs in the purſuit of — 
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it be poſſible that we ſhould be ſo anxious 


about every trifling concern of this periſh- 
able ſcene, and ſo indifferent about that 


rich treaſure from which we are but ſo 


little removed? Would it be poſſible that 


we ſhould be ſo faſcinated with the ſcat- 
tered bloſſoms of tranſient delights, which 


are to be found in the paths of this world, 
that our greateſt dread and apprehenſion 


is to leave them? Alas! if we were to try 
the ſincerity of our belief in this doctrine 
of the ſoul's immortality, by the rule of 


our conduct in human concerns, I fear 
we ſhould be tempted to claſs Chriſtians 
amongſt © the Sadducees, ay wg that 
there is no reſurrection *.“ ph 
I am now arrived at the concluſion of 
that plan which I propoſed at the com- 
mencement of this holy ſeaſon. I have 
delivered theſe diſcourſes with as warm a 


Matt. Xxii. 23. 


Slee 
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defire of, diſcharging my duty to my SERMON 


to you, is not the ſtate of religion amongſt 
us ſuch as I have deſcribed it to be? and if 


there is one particle of truth in the faith 
which we profeſs, is there not an urgent 
neceſſity for reformation? I call, then, upon 


you, one and all, by your faith in Jeſus 


Chriſt, by every precigus hope you derive 


from him, to begin, in yourſelves and 


your - families, that reformation which 
can alone appeaſe the diſpleaſure of God, 
and fave your own ſouls. The times 


in which we live require every effort of 


example. It is not ſufficient to ſteal 


through life without obſervation, to prac- 


tice ſilent virtues, to cheriſh an inward 


piety, which has no witneſs but God and 
our own hearts; but our © light muſt ſo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee our 
wh good 


| hearers, as ever actuated the labours of C ot 
man. And now I moſt ſolemnly appeal 


"_ 
| SERMON þ good works, and. glorify our Father which 
is in heaven *.“ The religion of Teſus 
Chriſt i is more and more diſregarded ; the 


I 
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whole miſſion of the Goſpel is at ſtake; 
and the preacher of the glad tidings of 


falvation, of glory to God, and good-will 


towards men, may ſay as he did at the 


_ firſt hour of his mitfion, © He that is not 
with me is againſt me +,” If we really 


believe in © the prize of the high calling 


of God in Chriſt Jeſus 4, we ſhall eagerly 


do any thing to obtain it; we ſhall gladly 


ſacrifice every thing to be worthy of it, 
Let us not then fear the fooliſh imputation 


of fanaticiſm; it is impoſſible that our 
zeal and piety towards God ſhould be too 


fervent; that our juſtice ſhould be too 
ſtrict, our charity too enlarged towards | 


men; and that our caution over our own 


* Matt. v. 16. I Matt. xii. 30. 
+ Philip iii. 14. "7 | 


conduct 


ct 
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conduct ſhould be too guarded and exem- SERMON 
plary. Let the gay ſmile, and the thought- 2 
leſs diſregard ; it is the only croſs which 


in theſe days we have occaſion to take up, 
and follow our maſter: and let us not be 
5 aſhamed to bear this croſs, till we ſhall 
| behold it at the laſt day the triumphant 
banner in Heaven, when we ſhall be par- | 
takers of his glory who for our ſakes fur 
fered death upon it on earth. 
At that day, my brethren, I pray for 
you and I pray for myſelf, that when the 


faſhion of this world is paſſed away, when 
Chriſt ſhall be © all in all , when he 


| ſhall have © put all enemies under his 
| feet , we may be found worthy. of the 
happy ſentence, “ come ye bleſſed children 


of my Father, receive the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the OY of the 
world .. 


1 Cor, xv. 28, Þ 1 Cor. xv. 2 Fe 1 Matt. xxv. 34. 
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| ON THE DUTIES OF PARENTS. | 


ProvERBS, xxl. 6. 


Train up a child in the way he ſhould go: 
and wh en be is od, be will not depart 


from > | 

1 
Tux world, in which the Almighty 
Author of our being has at preſent placed 


us, is to be conſidered as a ſtate of pro- 
bation for another, more perfect and eter- 


nal. The nature of this probation is faith 


Preached 
at the 

Aſylum 5 
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1789. 


in his holy word, and obedience to his 


revealed will, But as the happineſs of his 
creatures. is the moving principle of all 
that 0G does towards them, and all that 


Hs. | he 


100 On the Duties of Parents. | 


SERMON he requires from them ; he has made their 
i — duties towards each other a very important 
and extenſive part of this obedience; and 


gious obligations. 


GT ACA a 


ings I apprehend hs: I cannot more 
worthily diſcharge my facred office at this 
time, than by directing your attention to 


and children. And theſe ſhall be eo 
15 510 e in their order. | | 
Ihe duty of parents may be 8 
1 . in three points 0 of view; either as it is 
taught us by nature; or as it has been 
conſtituted by the cuſtoms of nations; of 


Ado onto ad chat di bole 
. we conſider it as the inſtitute of na- 
ture; we ſhall find, that it is ane of its 
bk. 1 -- . met 


has inſeparably conneQed fecial and reli- 
Conſidering therefore 
ſocial ae and piety as being made, 1 


the two leading relative duties of parent. 


commanded us by the revealed will of | 


+ 5: the Duties of Parents. 
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moſt inviolable laws. The ge feel- SERMON 


ings of every good and tender parent whom 
I am now addrefling prove (I truſt) that the 
_ exceptions. to this inſtinctive - diſpoſition 
are very rare; and, perhaps, no where to 


be found, but where the fond emotions 


of a parent's love are ſunk in the remorſe= | 


ful fears of ſhame, diſhonour, and infamy. 


If we view it as conſtituted by the cuſs 
tom of nations; we ſhall find that this 


duty requires not only care, protection, 


and maintenance in the helpleſs ſtages of 
infancy and childhood; but alſo ſound and 
good education. It is in this view re- 

quired of the parent to lay the foundation 
of all that is to be reciprocally uſeful and 


profitable to his child, as a member of the 
community and to endeavour to root out 


all that IA hoſtile to his e ie 


tion. 


IF we farther examine the Sj of | 
| H 3 © 1 parents, 
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SERMON parents, as commanded by the will of” Gel 
— revealed through Fiſus Chriſt, we ſhall 


find it improved to its higheſt excellence; 


enforced as a religious obligation; and 
the motive of it augmented by the conſi- 
deration, that God's moral government 
of the univerſe is N 3 en 


| 1 it. 3 
From the e to parental duty, 


we proceed to inſtances of its operation. 


The firſt 'example—as it is found in the 
mere care and preſervation of animal life, 


and (in this inſtance) the laws of all civi- 
lized nations have enforced the dictates of 


religion and conſcience—is. not properly 


the ſubje& of diſeuſſion in this place. 
But the inſtances of duty-left more-widely 


to parental diſcretion, and yet of infinitely 
greater importance in every poſſſble point 
of view, begin with the firſt dawnings of 
intellect; when the underſtanding i is to: be 


carefully 
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carefully opened, the reaſon inſtructed, eien 85 
the mind directed to important objects, — 
and planted with uſeful knowledge, and 


the manners and habits eſtabliſhed; when 


the judgment of conſcience begins to diſ- 
cover itſelf, and moral obligations are to 


to be inculcated, and their extent and 


diſtinctions carefully marked out. To 


fail in duty here, is an injury of the greateſt 


magnitude; and can never be repaired in 
any ſucceding ſtage of life. Neglect here 
is ruin: It is adding to the numbers of 
ſociety an uſeleſs, - or rather a noxious 
member: It is giving (in all probability) 


to an unfortunate Being an exiſtence with⸗ 


out happineſs, without honour, without 
virtue: It is dooming a ſoul, which is to 
live hereafter and for ever, to eternal 
wretchedneſs. 'The good or evil of an 
immortal exiſtence then depends upon a 
parent Ss care; and his reaſon, conſcience, 
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SERMON ginsroßiy, 3 the intereſts of this 


— world, the happineſs of the next, all unite, | 


ge 


and cement the obligation. 
As an additional motive to the exer- 
ciſe of theſe parental offices, I would ob- 


ſerve that it is the beſt ground of filial 
affection, reverence and obedience. It may 
juſtly be doubted whether the mere com- 
munication of being is any natural ground 


of filial duty. This communication was 


accidental, bearing no regard to the ob= 
je& it hath brought into the world: It 
ſeems therefore to be the after care and 
kindneſs which conſtitute the obligation. 
To have been brought out of nothing into 
exiſtence may be a bleſſing, the choiceſt 
gift of Heaven; it may be a calamity, to | 


be lamented through endleſs ages; what- 


ever it may be, it certainly is involun- 


tary. Now as much of the complexion 
of this exiſtence will depend on the care, 
; attention, 


On the Duties of Parents. 


105 


attention, and judgment of the parent 3 SERMON 
I think that parent, who diſdains and — 


rejects theſe offices, has no natural claim 
upon his child for gratitude and reve- 
rence. | 

In this view of parental duty, 3 


I apprehend, are generally agreed ; it is 


in the manner of diſcharging their duty, 


| that they will be principally found to 
differ. On this account, I think it is im- 
| portant to our ſubject to introduce a few 


obſervations on the nature and exerciſe of 


that authority, which reaſon and religion 


have veſted in parents; and which, as they 


are the authors of the being, and the ſole 
ſupporters, protectors, and guides of their 


children, is very full and extenſive. In 
the exerciſe of this authority nature * a 
to mildneſs and tenderneſs; it ſeems rather 
to allow of ſeverity, as the laſt reſort Xe Tons 
neceſlity, than ever to command it. Indeed 
One 


106 
no. one would rather be inclined to believe, . 
— that were the emotions of a parent's 
love never reſtrained, their future hopes 
would be more completely blaſted by ex- 
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ceſſive indulgence, than by cold negle& 


and the engaging beauties of artleſs child- 

_ Hood would probably run wild for want of 

_ the training hand of judicious diſcipline. 
And yet it frequently happens, that where 


the duty of parental care is fully admitted, 


parents endeavour to produce the great ends 


of it by ſeverity and force, rather than by 


| kindneſs and addreſs. In theſe caſes, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, the event will be diſappoint- 
ment. Every endeavour to inculcate vir- 
tue, to form manners, to inſtil inſtruc- 
tion, accompanied With unmelting rigour, ; 
Lg is like ſcatterin — good ſeed upon a ſoil 
7 chilled by eternal froſts. Severity can 


neither induce © the love of virtue, nor 


| hatred of vice; it terrifies in the ſeaſon of- 


infant 
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bY 5 infant dependence, but leaves no operative SE W 
8 impreſſion, when the reins of parental | 
8 government are thrown off. Nay, it will | 
" defeat its own ends; for children, under 
; ſuch a diſcipline, being thwarted in all 
- KB their little plans and amuſements, and 
f perpetually rendered uncomfortable, will 
. | ſoon conſider their parents as their bitter 
& enemies. Hence their reſpect and duty 
„ will laſt only with their fears; and when 
s ſtdtzhbey are out of the reach of a parent's few 
7 verity, they will ceaſe to feet or to expreſs 
— | a child's affection. Severity too being ge- 
a nerally as equally directed to childiſh neg- 
us | ligence, as to vicious propenſities, moral 
- diaiſtinctions are entirely deſtroyed by it; it 
„ mmpoſes a makk of hypocriſy; but gives no 
| genuine ſenſe: of virtue: Severity. even 
y | ſucceſsfully:cheriſhes: the infirmities of ku | 
-- man nature; for being violently directed 
0 | againſt what children are inclined to, and 
| — 
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in favour of what they diſlike, their diſ- 
taſte to what is good is only confirmed ; and 


their faulty propenſities are ſtren gthened, 


Inſtead of being eradicated, It damps 
every generous principle; it checks every 


noble exertion of the mind; and ſtamps 


both perſonal manners, and the habit of : 


thinking, with fear and ſervility. 


- Having faid thus much on the ſubject : 


of extreme ſeverity, I truſt my meaning 


Will not be ſo perverted, as to make me 


the advocate of exceſſive indulgence. 


The effects, in both caſes, are equally 
fatal: It is of little conſequence either to 


the child, or to the parent's conſcience, 
whether his happineſs and reſpectability 
have been deſtroyed by tyranny; or whe- 


ther he is ſuffered to ruin himſelf (under 
a feeble authority) for want of due re- 
ſtraints. The authority of a parent is on 
no account to be relaxed in any of its uſe- 


mM 
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ful energies; it is to be exerciſed with vi- | SERMON | 
gilance and aſſiduity againſt the caprices, 


the wayward humours, and the vicious pro- 
penſ ties of children: But its moſt effectual 


exerciſe will be found in the influence of 


reaſoning, perſuaſion, and conviction; and 
not under the preſſure of auſtere, blind 


commands. Againſt both extremes the 


word of Cod hath left us ſalutary cau- b 


tions. Fathers, provoke not your 


« children to anger, leſt they be diſ- 


* couraged *,” ö Ye Fathers, provoke 


e not your children to wrath ; but bring 


« them up in the nurture, and admonition 


of the Lord; having them in ſubjeſiiog 


with all gravity +.” | 
From theſe general obſervations I now 
proceed to a more particular conſideration 


of the text. By 0 training up a child,” 


_ ® Coloſſians, iii. 21. + Epheſ. vi. 4. 1 Tim. iii. 4. 
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| CTY is certainly to. be underſtood i in the TY 


place early education. The neceſſity of 


| | this will be beit under ſtoad by a view of x 

| the ſad effects which follow on the neglect 4 

| of it, Where the firſt dawnings of reaſon 10 

are not directed to worthy objects; where 5 

it is negleRted to ſtore the yet yacant and b 

unbiaſſed judgment with juſt conceptions; [os 

: and where the infant powers of under * 

| | ſtanding are not enlarged and exerciſed by 1 

| uſeful inſtruction; where theſe (I ſay) are ] 4 
| neglected, it is hardly within the bounds IM 


of poſſibility at any other ſtage of life to 
repair the firſt miſtake, The reaſon, the 
judgment, the underſtanding, are already 


4 
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| occupied by the objects of chance; and, 
as early impreſſions are always ſtrong, the 
page and the precept of future inſtruction 
will be ſeen through a ſtained medium; 

and all the beſt exertions of the mind will 
be irreparably weakened, | | 

Thus, 


1 
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k Thus, in the loweſt claſſes of the com- e | 
munity, where the wretched offspring is * bo ww 


_ thrown forth to wander in the ſtreets, 


and to conſume the days of childhood in 
idleneſs and infant profligacy ; where the 
| budding powers of the body have not 
been expanded by early labour; in theſe 


| inſtances, not even the iron hand of 


want can overcome the inactivity of 
indolence, and induce the habits of honeſt 
and continued induſtry. But as neceſſity 
will force them upon ſeeking ſome means 


of ſubſiſtence; ſo idlengſ will direct 
their choice to ſuch as require the leaſt 


and ſhorteſt exertions of labour; though 
at the expence of honeſty and every moral 
obligation. Hence that ſcene of theft, 
violence, and abandoned villainy, which 
baffles the utmoſt vigilance of juſtice : To 

this are to be aſcribed the idle, lazy, ef- 

feminate employments, which diſgrace 

the very character of manhood: And from 
hence 
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SERMON, „une originates the increaſing number of 


1 
| 
1 
i 
{ 


* * importunate vagrants; who, like morbid 


excreſcences in the body, drain the uſeful 
members of their nouriſhment, and are yet 


too large to be cut off. 


Nor are the effects of neglected educa- 


tion leſs fatal and extenſive, in the middle 


rank of people. Where in this claſs 
| childhood has been the ſcene of idleneſs 


and indulgence—where the paſſions have 
been ſuffered to run wild for want of re- 
ſtraint—where the little impertinencies of 
that age have rather been encouraged as 
amuſing, than checked as encreafing evils 


—and where parental fondneſs has feared 
to check improper deſires and wayward . 


humours—where this, has been the caſe, 


the mind is prepared, neither by inclina- 
tion, nor inſtruction, for a ſerious atten- | 
tion either to a trade or profeſſion. A 
taſte for mme an jnability of ap- 

plication, | 
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plication, are contracted and hence ariſes SERMON 
the whole melancholy ſcene of fraud and wx 


bankruptcies, ruin and diſgrace to fami- 


lies, and the grey hazrs of broken-hearted 
parents, ſent down. © with ſorrow to the 
1 grave. 1 83 


And if we view the conſequences of 


neglected, education amongſt thoſe of the 


higher claſſes of focicty, who haye all the 


7 advantages of rank and fortune; the ſcene 


will not be found to brighten upon us. In 


the two. firſt inſtances, the good of the 


community can only be promoted by the 
honeſt attention, of the individual to his 


private intereſt. But they who are in 


more elevated ſtations are called upon to 
make the public good their primary ob- 


jects: to every glowing ſentiment of pa- 
triotiſm, they are called upon to add the 


.wiſdom of political information; and to 


me obligations 0 of wiſe legullation they are 
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SERMON, hence originates the increaſing number of 
— importunate vagrants; who, like morbid 
excreſcences in the body, drain the uſeful 
members of their nouriſhment, and are yet 
too large to be cut off. 


Nor are the effects of neglected educa- 


tion leſs fatal and extenſive, in the middle 
rank of people. Where in this claſs 
childhood has been the ſcene of idleneſs | 
and indulgence— where the paſſions have 
been ſuffered to run wild for want of re- 
| ſtraint—where the little impertinencies of 


that age have rather been encouraged as 
amuſing, than checked as encreafing evils 
—and where parental fondneſs has feared 


to. check improper deſires and wayward | 


humours—where this, has been the caſe, 


the mind is prepared, neither by inclina- 

tion, nor inſtruction, for a ſerious atten- 
tion either to a trade or profeſſion. A 5 
taſte f for extravagance, an inability of ap- 


plication, . 


ed 


<4 * 


On the Duties of: Parents. 


113 


plication, are contracted; and hence ariſes SERMON 


lies, and the grey bairs of broken-hearted | 


parents, ſent down © with ſorrow to che 


5 grave. 777 
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And if we view the conſequences of 


neglected, education amongſt thoſe of the 
higher claſſes of ſociety, who haye all the 


advantages of rank and fortune; the ſcene 


will not be found to brighten upon us. In 
the two firſt inſtances, the good of the 


community can only be promoted by the 


honeſt attention of the individual to his 


private intereſt. But they who, are in 


more elevated ſtations are called upon to 
make the public good their primary ob- 


jects: to every glowing ſentiment of pa- 


triotiſm, they are called upon to add the 


. wiſdom of political information; and to 


the obligations of wiſe legiſlation they are 
N required | 


the whole melancholy ſcene of fraud and Y, 


bankruptcies, ruin and diſgrace to fami- 
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SERMON required individually to contribute the 
__—_ ſanction of a good example. If then the 


firſt years of young men of faſhion are 


On the Duties of Parents. 


ſpent in diflipation and profligacy; and 


rank and fortune are conſidered as diſpen- 
ſations from all regular application, except | 
to faſhionable vices; the advantages of 


their ſtations are loſt to the community, 


and the very oppoſite effects are produced. 


The general character of every other rank 


of ſociety will, in great meaſure, receive 
its impreſſion from that of the higher 
claſſes: Every man therefore of exalted 


rank, who in himſelf holds out the ex- 
ample of diſſipation, immorality, and irre- 
ligion, inſtead of a benefactor, and an or- 


nament, becomes a monſter in the com- 
munity he belongs to. 

By © training up a child” is farther to 
be underitood religious education; the wiſeſt 
and moſt important branch of all uſeful 


education. 


ful 
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education. Religion, independent of its 
being an indiſpenſable duty towards God, 


and the indiſpenſable condition of eternal 


happineſs, is the moſt prudential guard of 
preſent comfort and proſperity. If we 


teach our children to refer their motives 


and their actions to the all- ſeeing eye of 
Heaven, to the infallible rule of God's 


word, and to the ſevere teſt of the laſt 
great day; if we do this, we give them 


an inexhauſtible ſource of genuine happi- 


neſs, which does not obſtruct an honeſt 
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and virtuous attention to any worldly inte- 


reſt, and yet ſecures a peace of mind—a 


pleaſure of approving conſcience, 'uncon- 
nected with the world. We give to a 
being, whois a part of us, and dearer to 


us than ourſelves, all the means of honour 
and comfort through the probationary 


courſe of the preſent life; and prepare 
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him fo a bleſſed and glorious exiſtence 


through the countleſs ages of eternity. 


By © training up a child,” is, in the 


laſt place, to be underſtood, the bringing 


him up under the inflyence of a pious and 


virtuous example. And this is a branch of 
duty more indiſpenſable than all others; 


| becauſe without this, every other Parental 


duty will be in a great degree ineffectual. 


&« Go before your children in every thing 


that is good: inſtruc and kad them 
; | | | 9 
too in the way to Heaven.” Though 


0 poor, you will give them a noble for- 


4 tune, if you teach them to be good 


wh Chriſtians * 
II you ol have your children good 
and virtuous, your own lives muſt be the 


faithful comments on your precepts. The 
young and inexperienced mind is more 


* Oglden's Sermons on the Ten Comandments 


Ser. XII. 


eaſily 
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ea led by example, than taught by i in- 


ſtruction; and what example can be ſo 


perſuaſive, as that of the parents, to 


whom children look up with the gratitude 


due to continued. obligations? Precept 


without example is a mockety, which 


cannot even impoſè upon children. Rea- 


ſon, or rather cunning, is wonderfully 


early in its operation, when it argues on 
the ſide of paſſion and inclination; and a 
very young child will think it indifferent, 
whether he liſtens to that inſtruction, 
which even the perſon who gives it, does 
not think of ſufficient importance to make 


the rule of his own conduct. Would you 


inculcate piety ? then be yourſelves religi- 
ous. Would you diſcourage pride andMt- 
' rogance ? be yourſelves humble, mild, and 
condeſcending: Would you recommend 
temperance, chaſtity, juſtice, and uni- 
verſal benevolence ? theſe then muſt be 
4 1 | the 
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sf the moral graces of your own character. 
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But if, on the contrary, your children re- 


ceive the very firſt impreſſions of the holy 


name of God in irreverent introductions of 
it into common diſcourſe, in aſſeverations 


on inſignificant occaſions, and blaſphe- 


mous expreſſions of it in the exceſſes of 


paſſion ;—that holy name, which ought 


never to be mentioned, but as the ſubject 


of adoration and gratitude, as the incite- 


ment to all virtue, and the reſtraint of all 


vice if levity, immorality, or the reverſe 
of any virtues I have mentioned; if any of 
theſe is the common example of your fa- 


milies, even childrn will conſider all your 


grave lectures as grimace, and perceive 


that your concern for virtue is but a ſhal- 


low counterfeit. And what ſhall we fay 


of that parent, who brings up his child in 


the poiſonous infection of vicious exam- 


ple? Who taints his innocent, and yet 


unſpotted 
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1. unſpotted mind, with the breath of im- SERMON 
- BE piety, and ſeduces every ingenuous and "VR. 
ly | virtuous principle by obſervations of im- 

f KM morality and ſinful pleaſures? Such a pa- 

W.. rent turns his child adrift upon the wide, | 

»” uncertain ocean of the world, without 

of religion, as his anchor of ſafety, or pru- 
* | dence, as his ſtar to ſteer by; and, ſhould | 

8 he be ſhipwrecked on any of thoſe fatal 
rocks, which are but juſt concealed under 

- an inviting ſurface—to that parent, who 

2 ought to have been his faithful and judi- 

f |  cious pilot, may he aſcribe all his diſaſters, 

„ Thus far we have conſidered the great 

r | outlines of parental duty; but before we 

5 | cloſe this intereſting ſcene, ſuffer me, for a 

+ i few moments, while I direct your atten- 

5 | tion to that period, when. your childrens 

5 | riper years, and your own declining age, 


give you a right to expect ſome return for 
| I 4 all 
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| No all your labours, Font cares, your parental 


| On the Duties of Parents. ö 


—.— anxicties. 


I will ſuppoſe, (and I wore it is the pro- 
bable ſuppoſition to make of thoſe whom 


am now addrefling), that thoſe amongſt you 


on whom Heaven has beſtowed its choiceſt 


bleſſing on your conjugal relation, have 
fulfilled the duties it requires, as God 


and nature have commanded you. l. 


notwithſtanding, it ſometimes happens in 


the unſcarchable diſpenſations of Provi- 


dence, that the child, who bloomed in 


its infancy, and ſweetly ſmiled in its mo- 


ther's arms, ſhall, as it grows up, turn 
upon the parent who foſtered it; and, like 


the deadly viper, ſting the very breaſt 


which gave it ſuck. This will ſometimes 


be the melancholy event notwithſtanding 
every tender and judicious care; where 


there has been line upon line, and. 


* precept 


al 
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plied; and theſe ee by the _ 


| examples. 


Of all thoſe ſevere afflictions, „ick 


heaven ſends upon its children to prove 


their conſtancy, and bring the ſoul pure 
and unſullicd through this probationary 
ſtate, — this is the hardeſt to be ſuſtained. 
The poor wretch, who is ſuſpended by 


Z one brittle twig, and that breaking, ſinks 
for ever, is happy in compariſon of the 
parent, who lives to behold the diſobe- 


dience and ingratitude, the wickedneſs 


and infamy, of a darling child. 


Vet where there has been the pious and 


the moſt exquiſite anguiſh of ſorrow, there 
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e precept upon precept, faithfully aps RN | 


attentive. care which I have deſcribed, 
though a parent's breaſt may throb with 


is ſtill a ſomething within him, which 


buoys him up n the terrors of d eſpair. 


* 
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| - | anon, Nay, even though ſo heavy a calamity may | le 
0 TY bow down the infirmity of aged parents; 1h 
| and may bring their grey hairs ſo much the Gb 
| ſooner, © with ſorrow to the grave; yet 
| . they can confidently hail this gloomy man . 
| ſion, as the place not only where © the a 
6 weary are at reſt; but to the good and be 
pious, as the certain paſſage to that happy he 
country, where all tears ſhall be wiped on 
from their eyes, and every ſorrow baniſhed ol 
from their hearts. ey 
But, alas! far otherwiſe is it 1 the ſp 
8 and wicked parent: not leſs ye 
ſharp are his ſorrows; but they are alſo le: 
mingled with the horrors of remorſe. 'And ab 
1 know not how ſuch a parent can be pre- th 
ſerved from deſpair, when there is no com- ey 
fort for him in this world, and, I fear, very 
little hope in the great and terrible day of de 
th 


the Lord; that day when both the neg- 
us lected 
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ſeat of Chriſt. 
But, rather let me © hold up to your view 


the picture of a parent's care, rewarded in 


a wiſe and virtuous offspring, Theſe will 


be your pride and glory in the day of your 


health and ſtrength ;—but in the gloomy 
and melancholy ſeaſon of fickneſs and 


old age, they will be the light of your 


eyes, and the cordial of your fainting 


ſpirits : And as once, with tender care, 
you watched by the cradle of their help- 
leſs infancy; fo ſhall they, with pious 


duty, ſupport your failing ſtrength, ſoften 


the pangs of a dying hour, and cloſe _ 
eyes in peace. | 

But this is not all: the comforts of this 
delightful connection will not ceaſe with -_ 


this bounded ſcene ; they will follow you 


to hunt world where love and bliſs im- 


| mortal 
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lected child, and the unnatural parent, SERMON 
ſhall ſtand together before the nnn, — 
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VI. 


. » 
% 
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mortal reign. The reverend father ſhall 
appear, with his pious offspring, before 
the God of nature, the univerſal Parent; 


and ſhall be able to fay, in joyful hope, at 
the day of general inquiſition, © Lo! of 


* theſe, the children thou haſt given me, 


Ly” have I loſt e 5 


«© Theſe are thy glorious gifts Parent of good y 


One word more and I have done. The 
greater part of thoſe to whom I am now 
ſpcaking, have extended their foſtering | 
care beyond the limits of their own off- 


ſpring, and have pitied with a parent's 
mind the helpleſs orphan. How you have 


behaved in this new relation, I need not 
tell, let thoſe, who doubt, ce Behold and 
ſee ! F a 


But for your reward, if there is any 


* John, xviii. 9. + Milton. 


truth, 


t 


al 


c tree, 
« thrown forth till they are withered * !” 


: On tbe Duties of Parents. 
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truth (and Revelation does not forbid+it) SERMON,” 


in the delightful hope that they who have 
already finiſhed their courſe, and are, now 
receiving their reward, look down with | 


| kindneſs and attention on us who are ſtrug- 


gling with fin, ſorrow, and infirmity z if 
this, I ſay, may be the caſe, how. ſhall the 
ardent prayers of the beatified parents aſ- 
cend to the throne of Heaven, in behalf 


of you, who have ſheltered theſe poor 


orphans, ſcattered in the wide world as 
cc budding branches, rent from the native 


52 


and (but for your munificence) 


— May ſuch prayers be accepted, as a 


fragrant odour, by the Almighty Parent 


of the Univerſe, the Source of Infinite 
Goodneſs; and may they deſcend upon 


each of you, fraught with a bleſſing „„ 
And in the awful day, when © the 


Spencer. 


trumpet 


. 
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SERMON “ trumpet ſhall ſound, and the dead 
— „ ſhall be raiſed,” God of his infinite 
mercy grant, that the ſentence of final 
bleſſedneſs may be paſſed on theſe little 


ones, and on you, their benefactors and 


patrons! 


- |  S$FR MON” iT 
ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN. 
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St. Luk E, chap. ii. verſe 51. 


And he went down with them, and came 


10 Nazareth, and was ſubjett unto them. 


AT this ſeaſon of the year, when fami- Hreached 


gat the 
lies are aſſembled together, perhaps there Aſylum, 
„„ 


is no ſubject on which I can more uſefully 
employ your meditations, than on the 
great relative duty of children towards 
- their parents. In recommending ſo weighty 
an obligation to you, I have thought it 


_ expedient to engage your attention by the 
high example of our bleſſed Lord; who, 


in 
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SERMON in the days of his incarnation, thought it 


* neceſſary to be ſubject to his human parents 


till the moment of his public miniſtry for 


the ſalvation of loſt ſinners. He has 


thereby given an illuſtrious example of 
filial duty to all mankind: an example ſo 
high as to have al the obligation of a 


command. | 
All the e duties of 1 men are ne- 


ceſſary to the dignity and the comfort of 


of ſociety : they are parts of morality and 
virtue, becauſe they intend good and hap- 


pineſs by the pureſt means: they are parts 
ol piety, becaule they are precepts. both 
of the Law and the Goſpel; in both which 


they are thought to be of ſuch conſe- 
quence, hat theſe offices are not only i in 
general commanded, but even particular 


rules are given for the exerciſe of them. 
The duty of children to parents St. 
: Paul calls in a more particular manner 


: N 1 prety; 


On the Duties f Children. 


« their parents _ And the Apoſtle has 


certainly good reaſon for impreſſin g this 


duty with the mark of peculiar ſanctity. 
The Almighty hath himſelf inſtituted an 


analogy between the relationſhip of chil- 
dren towards their parents, and of man- 


kind towards himſelf. Our duty to him, 
and our duty to the human authors of our 


being, are founded upon reaſons very fimi- 
lar; though in their degree they can never 


be brought into any kind of compariſon. 


God is the firſt cauſe; and our parents 
are under him the ſecond. God has a 
natural authority over us: as being the 
original Author of our being; as preſerv- 
ing our infancy, informing our youth, and 
n for our ee Our RI | 


LD 2 Timothy,» v. 4. „„ So 
„ 1 
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piety; © let them learn (ſays he) firſt to SERMON 
« ſthew- piety at home, and to requite — 
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taught us by religion, by ſocial policy, 


On the Duties of Children. 


alſo, in whatever does not interfere with 
our duty to God, have a natural claim of 


Juriſdiction over us; as being, in his 


hands, the inſtruments, the laborious, af- 


fectionate, anxious inſtruments of theſe 


benefits to us. 


When, therefore, we are commanded 
to. addreſs the Deity as our Father,” 


we muſt remember, that the Almighty 
does not degrade himſelf to the level of a 


human relationſhip ; but exalts the human 
relationſhip to the footſteps of his own 
throne. He does not diminiſh his glori- 


ous Majeſty, but illumines the character 


he here takes with a ray of his own luſtre; 
he does not weaken the obligation of duty 
towards himſelf by condeſcending to ſo 


familiar a character, but renders it only 


more amiable, ready, and affectionate, 


And not only is filial duty an obligation 


and 


On the Duties of Children. | 


It is acknowledged, and is reverenced by 


the fierce Barbarian; it is aſſerted and is 
practiſed by the ſavage cannibal. And if 


there is a country where no belief in a 


deity can be traced, even there filial duty 

will be found ſacred and inviolable. 
From theſe general obſervations I ſhall 

now deſcend to particular inſtances of duty, 


which as good Chriſtians, as good citizens, 
and as good men, we muſt all feel our- 


ſelves called upon to diſcharge. 
An elegant writer on this fubje& makes 


this pathetic appeal. © Recollect, O0 
young man, what thy parents have 


0 done for thee. Remember a/l,——all, 
indeed, thou canſt not: alas! ill had 
© been thy lot, had not their care of thee 
4 began before thou couldſt remember 

5 K „ 
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and the more enlightened vie ws of civi- SERMON 
lized life; but it is alſo a tie of nature. It Cn 
| pervades the animal creation by inſtinct. 
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On the Duties of Children 
« or know any thing. Now ſo proud, 


« ſelf-willed, inexorable, thou couldift 


* them with thy tears; and they were 
© moved. Their hearts were touched 


„ with thy diſtreſs; they relieved and 
ce watched thy wants, before thou kneweſt 


e thine own neceſſities, or their kindneſs, 


They cloathed thee ; thou kneweſt not 


that thou waſt naked, Thou aſkedſt not 
« for bread; but they fed thee *. The 


firſt duties, then, we owe to them are /ove 


and gratitude. If we are ourſelves parents 
we may hence learn our duty as children. 


When the infant hangs at its mother's 
breaſt, how does her ſoftened heart expand 
with all the nameleſs feelings of maternal 


love! When it ſeems to ſmile in her face, 
what are the raptures of her fond en 


** Ogden on the Ten Commandments, "ES, xi, 


Day 


or the Duties of Children, 


dwell upon its liſping accents ! but if its 
little frame is difordered, what are the 


throbbings of a mother's fears. 


In. ſtating this demand upon our gra- 


titude, we are to obſerve one circumſtance. 
which conſiderably enhances it. The 


kindneſs ſhewn to us in the firſt period 


of our lives has not been the reward of 
any merit we poſſeſs; nor has been 


ſolicited by any appeararices of * good and 


amiable diſpoſitions : it has been ſhewn- 


towards us before there could be the leaſt 
dawning of one or the other: it has been 


the reſult of the moſt diſintereſted natural 


affection; and therefore the more power- 


fully demands a return of affection. * 
I have Juſt obſerved, that we underſtand 
R 3 this 
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s Day by day with what delight does ſhe Rox 
trace each dawning beauty! with what —_ 
5 amiable partiality does ſhe diſcover its per- 
fections! with what fondneſs does ſhe 
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SERMON this clearly by analogy, when we fondle 


our own offspring in our arms. But with- 


out going up ſo high as the period when 


we have no memory to aſſiſt us, we can 
all remember i in our childhood i innumera- 
ble inſtances of their fond care and affec- 
tion, which have. been often tried, but 


never for a moment overcome, by the 


moſt provoking, capricious, and perverſe 


humours. We can all remember, long 


before we could have done any thing to 


deſerve i it, what an expence of care, and 


time, and money there has been in our 


: education. We all know what an anxiety 
and intenſeneſs of thought there has, been; 
what laboured plans adopted; what vari- 


ous intereſts courted and purſued; and all, 
to place zus in ſtations of- life uſeful, 


| honourable, and lucrative ; while we, per- 


haps, had not even. the merit of being 


thankful for the. good intended us; or 


ſubmiſſive 


» 
4 


ſul 
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On the Duties of Children. 


ſubmiſſive to the wiſe and * 0 
propoſed for us. 


If ſuch is the care of parents, is it too 


much to aſk of children that zheir affec- 


135 
SERMON: 
wakes 


tion ſhould be correſpondent ? that they 


| ſhould anticipate. their duty, and obey as 


it were, before they are commanded ? Is it 
too much to alk of them, that their obe- 
dience, ſhould not only be a ſilent ſullen 


compliance with an authority from which 
they cannot extricate themſelves; but a 


ready, a cheerful conſent, even in the 
moſt indifferent things; believing that 


parents mean every thing for the beſt, 
and act from motives. of the trueſt affec- 


tion? I am ſure that there is not a child 


in this aſſembly, who does not think that 
he ought to be dutiful on the ſimple prin- 
ciple of doing as he would be done by. 


Do you, then, who are ſo happy as to 


have parents (and how happy that is you 


Ks -: may 
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02 the Duties of Children, 


SERMON may tell, by comparing yourſelves with 
— poor children who have no parents), g0 


from hence with this leſſon, that you can 


have no pretenſions to be the children of 


God, that you have hearts formed for no 


generous virtues, unleſs you honour your 
father and your mother, who have a claim 


to it both by right and gratitude. It is 
your duty (more eſpecially while you are 


young) to comply with their inclinations, 

which are almoſt always in your favour, 
though you may not be able to underſtand 
hem; and to yield to their judgment, 


which by age, knowledge, and experience 


muſt be better than yours. To ſhe w ul 


humours to thoſe who are your ſuperiors 
and benefactors, to thwart their plans by 


obſtinacy, and to provoke their paſſions 


by oppoſition; theſe are not miſtakes, 
but eriminal perverſeneſs of diſpoſition ; 


they arc not errors, but crimes, of youth, 


! | which 


2.6 


0. the Duties of Childrett. 
which you will ſhed tears for in your old 
age. All parents indeed are not equal 
pleaſant in their manners towards their | 
children; and it is poflible that the degree 
of affection may alſo vary: ſtill, however, 
it is your duty to treat them with reſpect, 


to bear piouſly with all their infirmities; 


and if they have defects, or even faults, 
to conceal them more ene than 850 


would do your own. 


I have hitherto confidered filial ub 


principally as it belongs to our infant 
years. I ſhall proceed in another diſcourſe 
to conſider it, as it. relates to more ad- 


vanced life, when we are no longer at- 
tached by neceflity; but by piety, by 
honour, affection; and gratitude. eee 
Before I conclude, however, I think it 
my duty to inform thoſe children, who are 
the objects of this charitable inſtitution, 
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On'the Duties of Children. 


that, though orphans, they are not unin- | 


tereſted i in the ſubject . I have n 
diſcuſſing. | 

It is true (and you are almoft all old 
enough to have a tear for your misfortune), 
that the mother at whoſe breaſt you have 
been nurſed—/e has been - untimely 


ſnatched away from you by the ſtroke of 


death; and in her laſt moments, when the 


heart was ſtruggling againſt the pang 


orphans, 


which was to ſever the ſoul from the body, 


ſtill ſhe hung upon her dear little ones, 
| whom ſhe left unguarded to buffet with 


the ſtorms of the world. 5: 
Deprived of the careful ſolicitude of a 


mother, and then moſt in want of a father's 
protection, that alſo you have: loſt. He 


too hath laid his aching, heart in the cold 


grave, and his trembling. tongue faintly 
liſped out a prayer for his poor, forſaken. 


But 


Ne 


1t 


On the Duties of Children. I 39 


But althou gh you have been left on SERMON 
* wide world orphans and fatherleſs, Cs 


'yet God hath not deſerted you. Behold 


he hath raiſed you up many parents. To 


| theſe you owe a preſent comfortable ſub- 


ſiſtence; to theſe, the means of inſtruc- 


tion; and (which 1s of the higheſt i mr 
portance) to theſe you are indebted for 
the falvation of your immortal ſouls. 


To them therefore you are to transfer 


all that general reverence and gratitude | 
(the particular inſtances of which cannot 
indeed be here applied) which, under 


other circumſtances, would have been due 
to your natural parents. The ſame bleſſ- 
ings attend upon your duty. to your ſupe- 


riors and benefactors here, as would have 


: belonged to you, had an opportunity been 


afforded you of teſtifying it to your natural 


parents. Your education here, and all 
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On the Duties of Children. 
che means of honeſt and comfortable main- 
tenance hereafter, depend upon your obe- 
dience to that care which has been pro- 


vided for you in this houſe of refuge. By 


obedience you will become virtuous and 


happy, the favourites of God, and re- 


ſpected by thoſe with whom | you are con- 


nected: by diſobedience you will become 


wicked and miſerable, the outcaſts of 


Heaven, and the ſcorn and dete ſtation 1 


the world: 


Be not then your own” enemies; th 
God will be your friend, and he will make 
others your friends. Expofe not yourſelves 


to temptations; and the grace of God 


will ſappott you harmleſs againſt thoſe, 


' which others may offer to you. Be good 
and religious; and God will take care that 
you ſhall be happy. Forget not him; 
and never will he forget to bleſs you. 


May 


On the Dutzes of Children. 1 
May he indeed bleſs you! may he make SERMON 


you good, uſeful, happy in this world; 


and may he hereafter receive you as his 


children in Heaven! 


I 


Co EL = 


SERMON VIII. 
. ON THE DUTIES OF CHILDREN, 
Eccrrs. chap. i. verſe 1 13 


My * help thy father an 4 age, and 


grieve him not as long as He liveth. 

And if his underſtandin g fail, have patience 
with him, and deſpiſe him not when thou 
art in thy full flrength. 


A FORMER diſcourſe on filial duty 
was principally directed to very young 
perſons, who were ſtill under their parents 
roof, dependent on their care, protection, 
and munificence. I now propoſe to carry 

my reflections a little farther, to the time 
| when 


Preached 
at the 
Aſylum, 
1792. 
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SERXON when children are independent of them as 


On the Duties Children. 


— to circumſtances; when they are bound 


to a parent's feelings. 


only by piety, by gratitude, by paſt en- 


dearing, affectionate recollections. 


The volume of duties in this ſtate of : 
the - relationſhip is certainly not dimi- 
-niſhed, but rather increaſed, by the abi- 


lity to make ſome return for thoſe obliga- 


tions, which have been the foundation of 
our preſent happineſs and proſperity. 


Obedience is ſtill a filial duty, though 


qualified, and extremely different, from 


what it has hitherto been. The voice of 


a father has a claim of reverence to the 


lateſt hour of his life: but if our own 
ſolid and impartial judgments, and our 
unavoidable diſtinct intereſts ſhould at any 
time forbid us to obey, our refuſal muſt 
be accompanied with ſuch reſpect, as will 
prevent it from giving a rational umbrage 


The 
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The filial duties, however, of our riper SERMON 


years are generally of a different nature; 


they are duties rather of affedtion than 


obedience and bear ſome relation to the 


kindneſs which, at a former period, we 


have ourſelves received. The conſtitu- 5 
tion, and the ſpirits of advanced age muſt 
always be in a degree impaired; and it 


| endeayours of others, rather than in its 


own energies. If a parent, then, is in- 


cumbered with the world, it will now 


n 05 


become the, province of a child to afliſt 


him in his worldly. concerns. "1. he is 


languid, it is the cheerful company of a 


child which. is to revive his ſpirits; it is 
filial attention which is to provide and 


d > 
* 


looks for ſupport in.. the attentions and 


encreaſe his enjoyments. Our own youth- 


ful ſpirits may lead us, perhaps, to a pre- 


ference of gayer amuſements ; but it will 
be our duty, and ought to be our pleaſure, 
1 25 x 
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On the Duties of Children. 
to ſacrifice the bent of our animal ſpirits, 
to the beſt and moſt dignifying feelings of 


our nature. The manners of old people 


are generally unfaſhionable; and their 


: tempers often become auſtere, and even 
offenſive, from the loſs of powers, which 


are gone for ever through the infirmities 


and chronic pains of declining years—and 
the wear and tear of the mind in a buſtling 


life. Yet mY ought to be indulged; 


we all feel that it ought, becauſe we our- 
| ſelves expect and deſire to arrive in our 


turn at the fame period of life, when we 


' ſhall think it by no means juſt to be neg- 
lected. And from whom ſhall the aged 


parent receive that indulgence, which 
ſhall ſupport his reverend head, and gild 
the evening of his days, but from the 
piety of children, whoſe feeble infancy he 


Has nurſed, and led them 5 by ſtep to 


manhood 2 


It 


| On the Duties of Childrem. 
Tt is the duty, then, of children at this 


time to. © double all their tender aſſiduity, 


x 20 watch and prevent their deſires, to 


catch every precious opportunity to be 


147 
SERMON | 


« grateful, with an eager ſweet attention; 


«© of which they will give a thouſand little 
| « jneſtimable proofs, which words cannot 
4 teach, and not to know is criminal; 
« which require no capacity, but that of 


« eling, and are to be underſtood i in ms 


e heart *.”* 


There is another duty, whinh. it is is poſe : 


fible children, who are ſettled in the 
world, may be called upon to perform "> 
and which not to perform is ſo unnatural, 
| that I feel an apology almoſt neceſſary for 


reminding you of it: and that is the maine 


tenance of parents, if in the ſad viciſſitude of 


fortune they ſink to poverty. If my father 
is old, and decrepid and poor, yet if [ am 


Ogden on the Ten Commandments, Sermon x. | 


KI poor, 
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On the Duties of Children. 
SERMON poor, I am alſo” young, and can labour 


— for his ſupport. But in this age, when 
the arts of getting forward in the world 


are ſo well underſtood, it often happens 
that while the parent is a needy old man, 


the ſon is proſperous and making ſome 


figure in life. It is an inſult to our nature 
to ſuppoſe it poſſible that in this caſe, a 


ſon can withhold: a liberal aſſiſtance from 


the human author of his being. I can 
imagine (becauſe it has been ſeen), a man 
fattening on the famine of his fellow- 
creatures, who are unconnected with 
him but by general ties; but I can- 
not imagine, that even this man can deny 


ſupport to his own father. Were ſuch a 


one to build an hoſpital, I ſhould expect 
the lightning of Heaven to conſume it; 
and J am ſure it would not quench one 
ſpark of that fame, which will hereafter 


burn in his tortured conſcience. 


The 


«. > # * - o 
. 1 
% Ew * — 
* 
2 


as 


ST” | 


— — 2 


„ 


9 


On the Duties of C vuaren. 


149 


The maintenance of parents, however, szRMon 
VIII. 


be called; and if you were, which proba- 
bly none of you would be reluctant to per- 
form. But there are other marks of your 
affection which they will look for from 


you, . ** which wealth cannot procure; and 


e which, if it could, loſe all their value, 


„ 


« when they are purchaſed. They will 


„look for tokens of your kindneſs, which 


« cannot be received from other hands, 


« Their child is ſtill the comfort and 


0 delight of their dying eyes. You will 
ebe ready to anſwer ſuch demands: your 


« heart will correſpond with theſe calls of 
„ nature: you will be cheerful and ready 
*in the performance of the humbleſt and 

de moſt :rkforae offices *,” | | 

J have all along neceſſarily ſpoken in 


* Ogden, Sermon X. | 
L 3 -- 


is a duty to which few of you are likely to 


22 CREE — — 5 = 2 8 £ , — NE ———— — EE ESR — — 1 . 
> IG — . r FR. 5 — > 2 2 , q a 1 —— 3 — 
x - 23 > 2 N Ib 3 7 yy I ak. L238 a * n a TIT K 4% J . 
„„ 9 — — . we — Dt CA — - LEW 0 8 ns tau 8 * > * N HE 5 ax) 
r 5 1 * — n W 3 % AY © 1 * tne, 5 gb et. oc r —. K's 5 & 
K. 7 * 4 2 3 7 — 7 a s, "os - - 2 2 5. A 2 2 * > * 4 — — "I 2 
GE. s 1 op FD. a, a * EIS N q Ss rt r 3 n . 4 N — _ 
3 2 n n «x Wage: Wa 3 N FLY; LEE: L008 WY Wo ws 2 „ = bY, OO e 
* K - 1 1 — 1 a . 7 2 4 * fe E 3-4 — a * » wa e E- 
DL n I KR. N „ — — ws > — n N == 0. „ AE + 2 1 4 . los n % 5 « = = 
. = * 8 oh ene als wg _— © x — », cath - - oy an RT, n 2 BILLS Yo, x27 pats. LO 
— — 1 —— . 2 5 =£ l 4 12S =z LY * " * «F} 1 So 8 3 n of 5 ie : - 9 
4; . 448 err a 5 Sen 2 nab Gre — 3 5 7 * 2 2 
rr tn; ages g SIN SIG et. ER LES, 4 P e Arn — 
Foe... - * L wer AD _—— —- pl 9 


= gt 22 

8 es: 

V4 -+ ene 
„ 8 


23 22S 
5 


7 r . - ſs W r 
. ee, e 
b . 
1 


150 On the Duties of Children. 


SERMON the perſon of one ſex; but the moſt igno- p 
| — rant of my audience will naturally apply te 
FE 4. what has been ſaid equally to bath: nay, 7 
1 in many caſes, the duty falls with pecu- d 
| © liar obligation on the ſofter ſex. I ſhould fi 
* without heſitation pronounce @ man to be | c 
_ worthleſs, who is a ſtern or careleſs ſon. t 
But 2 woman, who does not dedicate her- p 

ſelf with an eager nurſing affection to the h 

infirmities of a mother, can never be her- = ” 
| ſelf either a good mother or a good wife; 4 
and will be univerſally thought of 288 I 
| Indeſcribeable diſguſt. 5 a 

1 There are other ſituations, beſides thoſe : . 
of poverty, infirmity, or old age, where a 

| . parents ought to derive conſolation from 4 
| the attentions of a child of riper years; A 
e. g. in the hour of ſorrow and af- 5 # 

: fiction, Perhaps they have already loſt 1 

| one beloved child. It will become the 7 
ö duty then of the ſurvivors to fill up the 2 


painful 


” 


_Y 
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painful void by redoubled aſſiduities; and S*. 
to intercept the pangs of recollection, by 
giving no opportunity of miſſing any en- 
dearing duty, which was wont to be per- 


formed by another. Perhaps the ſtroke 


of death has ſevered the deareſt connec- 


tion on earth, and ſeparated the faithful 
pair, whoſe fates, through many years, 


had been united ; whoſe views, whoſe in- 


tereits, whoſe happineſs was the ſame-— 
each the ſharer of the other's breaſt. It 
is the child, the pledge of once happy 
affection, the mutual darling, who is to 
fill the. widowed heart, and to call off the 


agonizing thought from the relentleſs 
grave; who is to excite ſtill one warm 
with for life, to give one reliſh to the 
dregs of exiſtence. It is the child, who 


is to burſt the priſon of his parent's ſor- 
rows; who is to glance comfort and joy 
upon the darkneſs of his ſoul; who is to 


L4 , 
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SERMON 
VIII. 


On the Duties of Children; 


be the faithful friend, the affectionate 
partner he hath loſt. Pieds duty! and 


if, in the corruptions of the world, a link 
ſtill remains, which unites the ſoul of 


man in this preſent ſtate to the pure angels 


and bleſſed ſpirits in heaven, this is the 


link of the chain, which the breath of 
| Hell hath not yet diſſolved. | 


Theſe are ſome of the great outlines of 


filial duty. And if there is an argument 
more powerful than another to enforce 


the practice of them, may God mn it 


to my heart ! 


How read ye in the Scriptures | FF he 


eye that mocketh at his father, and 


by deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens 


of the valley ſhall pick it out, and the 


* young eagles ſhall eat it *.” Again; 


tt He that forſaketh his father, is as a 


© Priviccin xxX. 17. 


60 blaſ phemer 


1 


LT) 
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* blaſphemer ; and he that angreth his SERMON 
te mother, is curſed of God *” - We — 


read that our bleſſed Lord in his human 


nature, went down with his parents, 


« and was ſubject. unto them Þ.” He, 


then, whoſe example was ſo pointed, will 
ſurely, as the judge of heaven and earth, 
require an account of your obedience to it 


at the laſt day. 


Let me appeal to your humanity, or 


all the ſorrows, Whether ſingly or in one 


calamitous combination, which can oppreſs 


the human heart, a parent's ſorrows are 


the moſt exquiſitely grievous. Diſappointed | 


in their deareſt and moſt reaſonable hopes, 


the whole world is a cheerleſs, dreary 


waſte, affording not a ſolitary comfort to 


mingle with the throbbings of a tortured 


breaſt. Peace, ſpirits, health, are ſtrangers 
to the OT, but ſtill fond, "Rs 


Feclus, ili. . 4 Luke ii. 51. 
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SERMON and it may be, and I fear has been, that) 
when the tide of parental affliction has 
ſwelled to its utmoſt magnitude, the big 


* — ”"Y 8 


On the Duties of Children. 


ſorrow burſts | the overcharged heart. 
Whoever thou art, O undutiful and diſo- 


bedient child, beware leſt, at the gloomy 
midnight hour, the ſad ſpectre draws aſide 


thy curtain, and awakens thee with the 


horrible accuſation of being a parent 8 


murderer ! 


Some of you, perhaps, may imagine, ; 


that in this bold picture of filial diſobe- 


dience I have indulged myſelf in an unwar- 
rantable latitude of pathetic fiction, But 
whoever thou art, who thinkeſt lightly of | 
an undutiful child, thou knoweſt not yet 


a parent's feelings. When thou beholdeſt 
thine own offspring ſmiling upon you, 
you will then bear teſtimony to the extent 


of that duty, which I have been this day 
recommending. And when thou haſt fol- 


lowed 


10 


gr 


On the Duties of Children, 


children, thou wilt then learn, in thine 
own parental feelings, what was the ex- 


pection, the ſorrow, the diſappointment 
of thoſe, who are now no more, when, 


alas! the time of thy filial duty is paſt for 
ever. © You will recolle& a thouſand 
* endegrments, which before glided off 


* your mind without impreſſion ; a thou- 
„ ſand fayours unrepaid ; a thouſand duties 
* unperformed; and wiſh, vainly with for 
"0 their return, that you may recompence 


e that kindneſs, which before you never 
* underſtood, Your crime will now ſeem 
* irretrievable; it is indelibly recorded, 
* and the ſtamp of fate is fixed upon it *. 

May your filial piety prevent you this 
bitter hour ! oy every child in this aſ- 


* Rambler, 


3 
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lowed the authors of thy being to the SERMON 
grave; and the time comes that thou 
lookeſt for comfort from thine own 


9 2 7 —— N r 3 ko — r 4 
PER AF by DEI <eb,  G T KY 2 a" REIT 3 3 WER 77 . 5 : 2 
— . Ig et obs n 2 As. * E * * _—_ —_— — —— 2 2 —— — th re eh — r 1 vans — os tt — 
n le — f * 8 4 A 8 > . n ES 2 Sx" r ER 
r 5 Wy «gk 388 Fe ee ES CET ME Y ROSS „ tat ET N $ 5 23 5 ; p 
Wen . f » 5% * L | E 5 
* 3 
1 


r — 1 1 
— * 1 1 8 r = E N. g r — — 8 RR r <4 
—_ . n * We ee N „ Bn png OY EEE TOR "Dew LES Set AT CRT RU IEST Ee air <1 X sf 
2 ST 2.£, 15S 323 £ - 5 F — UL DH SE A N. n „ 7 a — Des r Inte N e ae e 
2 — 2 218 5 Te ER TT = * 3 I 3 $ 2 85 74 - - 2 . * > Es, Rac af. 6 4. * 2 
9 1 9 9 8 2 8 * , 8 ; __ Rae 4 A - Ae ——— — — " e 22 — 
8 ESR l E 2 f F 8 | 
2 — 2 * 


— —— —— K —„— GIS” > * 22 PY — 
an apr +; 4.7 s Ani. PIO po. 2 bis. AR 
: * r 

1 bye 


On the\ Duties f 05 2 


bl be the child of virtue, the child 
of God! and may every parent be bleſt 


with ſuch an offspring! May he have rea- 
ſon to rejoice in the olive branches round 


about his table; and at the laſt; when he 
has run his appointed courſe, may he 
deſcend into the grave full of years, full | 
of honours, full of comforts !. | 


tinued on earth, from age to age, till, at 


8 E R M 0 N IX. _ 


ov. THE RELATIVE DUTIES or acme 


AND: PEOPLE.” © MCLLCE 


3 , ; $£% x * 


Let a man account 5 oa Us, as 15 the min 2 


of Chr; N.. and | fewargs of the myſteries "4 
| Ged. 
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| : man be found F, 3 
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OUR bleſſed Lord's deſign in the pro- Practed 
| | at Thrap- 


mulgation of the goſpel, was to form 2 
1 | | „„ 3 orth- 
an univerfal church from all the na- anfton- 
. | 5 . ſmire, 
tions of the world, which was to be con- * 29, 
| | 17 Js 
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1 58 On the relative Duties of Minifter, &c. 


SERMON the cdnſummation of all things, it thouls || in 
— be completed in one pure, ſpiritual, and A 
| eternal ſociety in heaven. For this pur- im 
1 poſe he himſelf appointed the twelve ca 
| apoſtles; the ſeventy diſciples, and the HF _ an 
prophets of the New Teſtament; whoſe . 

miniſtry was to be ſupplied by a conſtant | 
ſucceſſion of paſtors and teachers, ſet apart ky 
| and qualified to be © miniſters of Chriſt, < 
| 1. « and ſtewards of the myſteries of God,” to 
| Their office is undoubtedly of infinite im- Joc 
portance, as to them is committed the WM rel 
interpretation of the divine will; to them 
| it belongs to repeat and enforce the doc- -—m 
trines of the goſpel; and to encourage the FI 
people in their holy profeſſion, and in the of 
practice of the Chriſtian virtues. As by | tic 
their zeal and fidelity Chriſtianity was firſt. an 
eſtabliſhed ; ſo by the fame qualifications cal 
| of - a ſtanding miniſtry muſt Chriſtian | te: 


= 5 | knowledge be preſerved, and by their 


inſtruction - 


On relative Duties of Minifter, &c. 
inſtruction muſt Chriſtian men be ed fied. 
If the truſt confided to the miniſtry is fo 
important, their moſt eſſential qualifi- 
cation will be that which the apoſtle here 


- mentions, vx. a that they be found b 


ful.“ | 
The fidelity of miniſters is of two 


kinds; one belonging to their general 


character, as members of a ſacred order, 
to whoſe example the world naturally 


looks up; and the other HONEY to their 
reſpective offices. 


In the PIxs T place I ſhall conſider the 
general character of a faithful © ſteward of 


„the myſteries of God.“ It is required 
of him, that his life ſhould be the prac- 


tical comment on thoſe ſublime truths, 
and that pure morality, which he incul- 


cates from the pulpit: his private charac 


ter, as well as his public miniſtry, ſhould 
- | 4 be 


160 


On relative Duties of Miniſter, Ge. 


SERMON be eminently pious and devout ; by which 
— 1 do not mean that his deportment ſhould 


|; be auſtere; on the contrary, as religion 


gives t the trueſt chcerfulneſs—the cheer- 


fulneſs of the heart and conſcience, ſo the 
manners which it ſhould - inſpire are ami- 


able, cheerful, and engaging, His con- 


verſation and ſocial intereourſes ſhould be 


rigidly 1 moral ; and his virtue, Juſtice, and 


integrity acknowledged i in all his concerns. 
His diſpoſition | ſhould be fraught with 


4421.4 


charity, in the moſt extenſive meaning of 
that lovely virtue. It is, indeed, a fad 
truth, that che very confined incomes of 


many of our clergy (and thoſe too, per- 


haps, the moſt uſeful and reſpectable 


amongſt us), do not allow them to exer- 


ciſe their charitable diſpoſitions i in large 


| pecuniary aſſiſtance: but charity 1 is an ex- 


1 


enbve virtue, and has Various methods of 
[ | diſcovering 


—— — 


tha 


| which every day preſent themſelves in the 
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diſcovering itſelf. There is charity in SERMON 


; judging 1 charity in conſolation; charity — 
in friendly and ſeaſonable advice; charity | 


in a thouſand nameleſs affectionate offices, 


ſocial intercourſe, and which require no 
other means, no other qualifications, than 


a truly Chriſtian temper. St. Paul admi- 
rably ſums up the general character of a 


worthy ſteward of God in his exhortation 
to Timothy, that he be “ an example of 


« the believers, in word, in converſation, 


jn charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity *.“ 


The szconD kind of fidelity required 
in ſtewards, pertains to their conduct in 
their reſpective offices in the miniſtry. 


The preſent occaſion requires our conſi- 
deration of only one of thoſe offices, viz. 
that which belongs to the parochial mi- 


* 1 Timothy, iv. 12. 
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r ER His firſt duty i is to- be exerciſed 
in this place, where it is incumbent upon 
him to take care that the whole of the 
public worſhip f 18 performed with becom- 


On relative Duties of 4 iniſter, & Ca 


ing decency, decorum, and ſolemnity: 
for it is the collected adoration, ſupplica- 
tion, and piety of a whole congregation 


aſſembled for that purpoſe, in the preſence 
of their great Creator and BenefaQor, in 


the facred edifice, eſpecially dedicated to 


his ſervice. © As a preacher, he is to 


confider that he is giving the moſt impor= 
tant inftruQtion 1 under the moſt ſolemn cir- 


cumſtances; ; he is a ſervant under the im- 
mediate eye of his Almighty Maſter. He 


muſt conſider chat the nature of. his i in- 
| ſtructions is to ſpread and confirm the 
true knowledge of God, and to enforce 
obedience to his holy will; it is an inſtruc- 
tion def igned to make men better and hap- 


pier 


On relative Duties of Miniſter, &c. 


the felicities of Heaven hereafter. 


For Hur conduct in this reſpect, we 


cannot do better than conſult St. Paul's 
charge to Titus; er! In doctrine ſhewing 
« uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound 
« ſpeech that cannot be condemned *; 
not putting forth our own unfounded opi- 
nions, the effects of our prejudices, paſ- 
fions, or errors, as the oracles of God; 


but bringing every thing we venture to 
propoſe to you to the infallible ſtandard of 
the Goſpel. In the ſubject of our diſ- 


courſes we muſt never indulge the emo 


tions of malice, ill humour, or reſentment; 


yet, on the other hand, we muſt not, from 
falſe delicacy or intereſted motives, be 
ſparing of ſober admonition and reproof, 
as there may be occaſion. We are to win 


* Titus, ii. 7, 8. 


M 2 and 


1 63 | 


pier here, and to conduct their ſouls t to SERMON 


164 


On relative Duties of Min iter; Sc. 


SERMON | in to urge ſinners to obedience, by faith. 


— fully placing before them the nature of 
the divine promiſes and threatenings. We 
are not * to ſmooth our tongues” (as the 
_ Prophet ſpeaks) at the expence of truth: 
we muſt not palliate or paſs over vices 


which are faſhionable and predominant; 
nor muſt we, at our peril, in any wiſe 
handle the word of God deceitfully *. 


Fear the weighty charge, and moſt awful 


reſponſibility, which the Almighty him- 
ſelf has given to his miniſters: Son of 


* man, I have made thee a watchman unto | 
the houſe of Iſrael: therefore hear the 


te word at my mouth, and give them 


* warning from me. When I fay unto 
te the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die; and | 

* thou giveſt him not warning, nor 
. ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his 


* 2 Corinth. iv. 2. 


cc wicked 
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* „ wicked way, to ſave his life; the ſame SERMON | 


« wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity 
« but his blood will I require at thine 
« hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, 


& And he then turn not from his wicked- 


_* neſs, nor from his wicked way, he ſhall 
*die in his iniquity ; but thou haſt deli- 


« yered thy ſoul *.“ 
Another very important part of public 


_ worſhip, is the adminiſtration of the ſa- 
_ crament of the Lord's Supper. This is a 
holy rite, ſo peculiarly ſacred, of ſuch 


immenſe ſpiritual benefit and comfort to 


pious communicants, that I ſhould think 


myſelf highly culpable were I to withhold 
it from my flock; and therefore it is my 
intention that, in future, it ſhall be admi- 
niſtered in this church much more fre 
quently than it has hitherto been, and as 


uk. il. 19, 18, 19. 
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een often as you will give me encouragement 
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XY. © celebrate i it. 


Theſe are the public duties of a paro- 
chial miniſter, to which he will think it 
neceſlary to add others, which are likewiſe 
of great conſequence. Such is the duty 
of catechizing, which is neceſſary to in- 


ſtruct children in the principles and duties 
of the religion they profeſs. Without 


ſuch a knowledge of principles, our preach- 


ing, and their hearing, will have but little 
effect. Under a full impreſſion of the 
neceſſity of this part of our duty, it is my 
wiſh that children ſhould be publicly ca- 


techized during the time of divine ſervice 


once in every month. 


Another duty of the parochial miniſter 


is viſiting the ſick; a duty which 1 hope 


none of us are ſo negligent as to omit, 
whenever our pariſhioners will give us the 
opportunity of performing it. If they are 
2 6 indifferent 


ir 


= 


* NN 


On relative Duties of Miniſter, SSS. 167 


indifferent in requiring this office at our SERMON 


| 

hands, it will become our duty to ſhew WY 
. them of what great concern it is to them. 

t I ſhall mention but one more paſtoral 

; duty, and that is, that as the miniſter ex- 

N horts men generally to avoid all profane- 

„ neſs and immorality, ſo it belongs to him 
do diſcourage and check every inſtance of 

05 ti. in his pariſh to the utmoſt of his power. 


The progreſs of irreligion and immorality 
| has of late years been truly alarming. The 

| example has been, and, I am ſorry to add, 
- is ſet by the higher claſſes of people, to 

their great ſhame, and to the great injury 

of the ſtate of which they are citizens. The 

contagion has ſpread, as might naturally 

be expected, through the very loweſt claſſes 

amongſt us, to the negle& of honeſt in- 

duſtry, to the ruin of their families, and to 

the diſſolution of all decency and ſubordi- 
dination. The inſtances of this nature have 

„ MC been 
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SERMON been ſo glaring, as to engage the ſerioug 
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— attention of our moſt amiable ſovereign 3 


who about four years ago, iſſued a very wile - 
and falutary proclamation againſt vice, pro- 


faneneſs, and immorality. It is the duty of 


every good citizen and ſubject to aſſiſt in 


carrying the royal pleaſure into execution : 
and it is more particularly made a part of 


= paſtoral duty, as we are enjoined to 


read it at leaſt four times a year in our 


churches. And this injunction will, in 


future, be complied with in this pariſh. 
Thus far I have ſtated to you the duties 


of the © ſtewards of the myſteries of God.” 


It becomes me to add, that there are ſome 


duties alſo required of the family over 
which they are appointed. And here, as I 
feel the weight of the awful charge which 


J have accepted, I cannot but lament that 


it is not in my power to execute in perſon, 


' ſh conſtantly as I could wiſh, the duties of 
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ny It is 1 happine me, SERMON 
my office. It is no {mall happineſs to me, SERMON 


however, that your own choice has point 


3 


out, and recommended to me, how thoſe 
duties may be executed as conſcientiouſly, 
as I hope they would have been by myſelf, 
Perſonal compliments ill become the dig- 


nity of this conſecrated ſpot; nevertheleſs 
I muſt be allowed to ſay, that reſpect and 


attention is due to that paſtor, who mi- 


niſters to you under the influence of no 


private friendſhip or powerful interference; 


but ſolely on the ground of his own ac- 
| knowledged qualifications, 

I mean not to plead for reſpect to our 
order; I aſk only for that attention, which 
is abſolutely neceſſary to enable us to do 
our full duty towards you. The ſervice 
we are engaged in is certainly an honour- 
able one, and entitles us to ſome regard 
for the ſake of him, whoſe commiſſion we 


bear. We are” (in the words of the 


A poſtle) 


. 


| my 8 Apoſtle) «© ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as enn 


* 
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Gd did beſeech you by us: we pray 


E you, in Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled 


cc, to God *. 


The duty * hearers is, in whe firſt place, 
to reverence the Sabbath, by attending 


conſtantly the ſtated opportunities of pub- 


lic worſhip and inſtruction. How neceſ- 
fary this is to the glory of God, and the 


falvation of your own ſouls, you cannot 


but be ſenſible, as you call yourſelves Chrif- 


tans : and, as members of the community, 
you cannot but acknowledge the good ef- 


fects of example on every order of men. It 
is from the violation of the Sabbath; that 
men's hearts are hardened to commit thoſe ; 
crimes and depredations of which we all 
complain, and which therefore fill our jails 
with crowds of unhappy wretches. And 


* 2 Corinth. v. 20. 


if 
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if we attend theſe miſerable ereatures at the SERMON 


the fatal tree, -in the hour of their agoniz- — 


ing penitence, we ſhall find that they all 


aſcribe their villanies and puniſhment to 
the miſ-ſpending this ſacred day, 
And when you are aſſembled in this 


place, let me exhort you to attend with 
minds free and diſengaged; with compoſed: 


thoughts, and a religious diſpoſition, under 


a a ſenſe of the great purpoſe for which you | 
are afſembled under the eye of God. | 
The time will not allow me to conſider 


riſhioners, ſo fully as I could with. I muſt 
therefore content myſelf with tracing the 


mere outlines of what, I am ſure, you will 
think neceſſary to do in ſupport of your 
miniſter's good intention. 

As it is my wiſh, that the public 5 wor- 


ſhip ſhould be performed throughout with 


dignity and decorum ; ſo, I truſt, you will 
take 
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| SERMON take care that the place of this worſhip 5 
— ON ſhould be neat and decent. While you 3 
labour to make your own habitations con- &r 

venient and comfortable, you will not 8 

ſhew ſuch diſreſpect and indifference to the "wi 

. Almighty, whoſe houſe this is peculiarly ” 1 
Called, as to ſuffer it to remain ruinous | = 

and flovenly. 4 

As I ſhall encreaſe this ö of 1 

your aſſembling at the Altar of Chriſt, I of 

truſt that you will gladly embrace theſe - 
opportunities of commemorating a dying Ge 

Saviour, and ſealing to yourſelves the be. | Je 

nefits of his precious blood, 1 5 

With reſpect to all profaneneſs and - 
immorality, I hope there is no occaſion to 3 

exhort you to check every inſtance of it a 

> in yourſelves, and to diſcourage it in all 7 
about you. The beſt means of doing this, 1 


is by bringing up all, whom you have an 
influence over, in the ſtrict habits of reli- 


gion 


On relative Duties of Minifter, Sc. 17 3 | 
gion and virtue. I ſhall therefore take the SERMON 
a; libertyof recommending two things to you, — 
which I have very nearly at heart. The 
firſt is, that you inſtruct your children and 
: | ſervants in the catechiſm, and that you 
” bring them to church to receive themſelves ; 
8 the advantage. of public catechiſing, and 5 
7 to ſhew a uſeful example to others. The 
other thing, which I beg moſt earneſtly 


X to recommend to you, is the eſtabliſhment 
of a Sunday ſchool, The education of theſe 
; ſeminaries is well adapted to the humble 
> ſituations which the ſcholars are probably 
: deſtined to; they who are now vagabonds, 

| and engaged in the fad paths of infant vice, 
: are trained up in the habits of religion and 
8 decency ; and, inſtead of turning out idle, 
: diſorderly, and, nuſances to ſociety, will | 


probably grow up in the obſervance of the 
Lord's day, and become honeſt, induſtri- 
1 | N 5 .-. ous; 


5 
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SERMON ous, happy, and uſeful in their ſeveral 
— | ſtations *. 

"Off Finally, brethren, he: me exhott you to 
brotherly love, more particularly. 3 in the 
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* 10 conſequence of my recommendation, two Sun- 


day ſchools have been eſtabliſhed in the pariſh, which 


are now amongſt the moſt flouriſhing and beſt regu- 


hted in the comity ; and, highly to the credit of the 


| Inhabitants, are ſupported by very liberal ſubſcrip- 
fions. The pariſhioners are encouraged to this ſub. 


ſcription (and, I truſt, the ſame encouragement will 


more and more encreaſe), by finding the face of the 


Sabbath day entirely altered amongſt them. Before 
the inſtitution of theſe ſchools, the poorer children 


ſpent their Sabbath in the ſtreets, or wandering about. 
the fields, idle, ragged, and diſorderly. No ſuch | 
thing is any longer obſerved : they regularly attend 
the church twice a day; their parents exert themſelves 
| to ſend them clean and neat; their progreſs in the 


catechiſm, which before they had not the leaſt know- 


ledge of, is aſtoniſhing ; they are more reſpectful to 
their ſuperiors ;. and are more orderly 1 decent 
5 —— the week. | 


ſts 


Mn 
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profeſſion. of our religion. I apprehend, SERMON . 
that in this, as well as moſt other pariſhes; | — 


your ſentiments are not unanimouſy the 
ſame with reſpect to forms, at leaſt of re- 
ligion. But let us all, of all perſuaſions, 


remember, that we have but one Saviour, 


and one hope: let Us therefore make | reli 
gion the band of harmony, but neyer the 
occaſion of diſunion. I pray God that 


you may all © dwell together in unity, as 
becomes the ſervants - of ſo mild and 
 * benevolent a Maſter ; paying all due af- 


« fection and reſpect to each other; treat= 
ing the aged amongſt you with reve- 


* rence; the young with gentleneſs ;! the 
te weak with compaſſion ; and the intem- 
* perate of our own, or other perſuaſions, 


« with candour and pity, That when, by 
te the appointment of Almighty God, we 
e ſhall be ſummoned out of this world into 


dl a better, we. may go down to the grave 


. cc 1 
e | | in 
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0 relative Duties of Mini Mer, Ge. 


SERMOX in peace and brotherly love, and wake 
— e to the fruition of endleſs 7075 and Mey 


*, pineſs. 


0 


e A new: commandment (aitli our 
< bleſſed Lord) I give unto you, That ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, 


ai that ye alſo love one another. By this 


« ſhall all men know that ye are my diſ- 


4 ciples, if ye have love one to another *. 


My brethren, in the ſituation I am 
about to ſtand in towards you as miniſter 


of this pariſh, have thought it neceſſary, 
on the firſt occaſion I have of mecting 


you, to ſtate what you on one hand have a 


right to expect from me in the function of 


my miniſtry; and what, I hope, as pa- 


riſhioners, you will not deny to me on the 


other, in ſupport of my paſtoral exertions. 
The ſituation of a paſtor to his flock is 4 


John, xiii. 34, 35 


125 BY 5 : | moſt 
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moſt ſolemn and weighty charge; and if SERMON 


that there is no ſituation in which one 
man can ſtand towards ſociety, which is 
more endearing and affectionate. At Js | 
here that the mind is taught to lay aſide 
its turbulent and uneaſy paſſions; it is here 


that the bold and noble principles of juſ- 


tice, integrity, and truth are enforced; it 
is here that the fineſt and pureſt feelings 


of the heart, —love, benevolence, good- 


will are called forth, improved, and di- 
rected to an amiable and profitable prac- 
| tice; it is here that the only remedy, the 


only alleviation of every ſorrow is effec- 


tually propoſed; and it is here, that when 


diſguſted with the world and worldly con- 


cerns, we are ready to ſay © I loath it; 1 


* would not live always *; when the 


Job, vii. 16. 


N decaying 


the miniſter is ſincere, and the hearers — 
attend with pious diſpoſitions, I will add, 


178 


SERMON Hakping body is ready to return to mn: 
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—_— earth, it is here that another exiſtence— 


the realms of eternal felicity are unfolded 
to the weary ſoul: in ſhort, it is here that 


we are made acquainted with and prepared 


for IMMORTALITY. What ſhall hereafter 
be the fate of other connections is uncer- 
tain; but this, when the tongue which 


now ſpeaks to you is to this world for ever 
ſilent, and the ears of thoſe who hear 
me, are cloſed in the grave, this connec- 
tion ſhall not be diſſolved with our mortal 
frame; but, when the laſt trumpet ſhall 
awaken us from the fleep of death, to 


render an account of our conduct before 


the judgement-ſeat of Chriſt, we ſhall 


again meet in a new and awful ſituation ; 


1 to account for my fidelity, and you for 


your improvement. 
At that day, as thou, O Almighty 


God! wilt Judge: thy ſtewards, not ac- 


cording 
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cording to the extent of their abilities, 
but by the faithful application of ſuch as 


they have (however mean) to thy glory 
and ſervice; O may I hear thoſe bleſſed 


| ſounds, © Well done, thou good and faith- 
« ful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord; and may this, thy family, re- 


cieve the happy ſentence, Come ye 
« blefled children of my Father, receive 


« the kingdom prepared for you from the 


e foundation of the world.” Grant this 


O merciful God! for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
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ANN IVERSARY SERMON AT THE ASYLUM. 


St. Jon, chap. xxi. latter part of the 1th verſe. 


Feed my lambs. 51 T8981 15 


| Peres x 1 „„ 
1 #8 BW 34 ; # * 2415 844 4 - 4A 
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. will are out of the charge 
f delivered by our Lord after his reſurrec- 
tion to Peter, and are the more important, 
as they contain his laſt inſtructions for the 
care of his church, and are repeated with 
unuſual earneſtneſs. Our Lord's com- 

9 mand was principally of a ſpiritual nature; 

but as it related to an infant church, at 

preſent imperfectly eſtabliſhed, and fubject 
to the moſt furious ſtorms of perſecutiop, 

N2.:. 
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Anniverſary Sermon at the Aſylum, 


SERKON his benevolent intention was probably not 
— confincd to one branch of duty, but em- 


LL ko + + 


r 
. 


braced all the wants and neceſſities of its 
members. Whehr a” 'Ehriftian ſuffers, all 
Chriſtian, men are called upon for his re- 
liel. But when poverty, neglect, 'Or « e- 
ſertion almoſt impel the infant members 
of our church to courſes" of life untorthy 
of that religion into which they were 
| baptized ; when no teacher is at hand to 
enlighten their dark ignorance, with the 


knowledge of God, and his laws; with 
* knowledge of a Saviour, and tlie Con- 
g. Aitkorls of their fal vation; then the com- 
mand is indiſpenſable üpon ur to exhört, 


and upon you tobe ready, to feed tlieſe 


dambs with natural food, chat they miy 


eee to receive tte bread? of eteriial 
ie. E $151 en £1 110 


2 "Tho cup ef halts Segen incul- 


"Gate, and well underſtoodz I Hall there- 


2 


5 & * i. fore, 


wy, OO 


A ww A 


F = Pons OE "OO GE” 84 


1 


Anniverſary Sermon at the Aſylum. | | 183 


fore, at preſent, rather give the heads of SExmon 
ſome motives to this duty, than SHArge — 


and inſiſt upon them. 


I. It is the command of God, laid FR 


in every page of his word, and urged under 


every form of his religion. It is to be 
found in the motives which brought down 


our bleſſed Redeemer from the glories, of 


his Father in Heaven, to become man on 
earth. Throughout his life it was his 
moſt bright and diſtinguiſhing quality; 


ſhedding bleſſings upon all who came 


* 


within its reach; more invaluable than 
the light and heat which fall from the 
glorious . ſun in the firmament: it was the 
divine precept which flowed from his 


lips, and is made the leading condition 


of our juſtification before the throne of 

his judgement at the laſt day. 
II. It is the temper of heaven, of 
which we all hope to become members, 
N 4 when 


——— — 
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Anniverſary Sermon at the Ajyium. 


| SERMON when the church i is diſſolved on earth. To 


W=—= uſe the words. of an elegant writer, 


that place where vanity and "A 


« tion are forgotten for ever, we ſhall find 
e cup of cold water given for the relief 
“of a poor brother; a prayer uttered for 
* the mercy of God to thoſe whom we 


« want power to relieve; a word of inſtruc. 


= tion to ignorance ; a ſmile of comfort to 
« miſery, of more avail than all , thoſe 
6 accompliſhments which confer honour 
«and diſtinction nm * ans of 
6. W . 

III. It is laying up 8 whete 
ae moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, above 
the viciſſitudes of fortune, and beyond 


even the deſolating graſp of death; ſecure 
againſt the hour when we ſhall launch 
into that ſtate, where nothing will remain 


Johnſon's Sermon on the death of his, wife. - 


with 
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with us but what we have given. away. SERMON 
In that day (faith the fame. pious author; — 
„who hath before this experienced the 
« truth of his doctrine) when the ſhadow 
5 © of death ſhall compaſs him about, and 
« all the van ities of che world ſhall fade 
« away; When all the comforts of this 
« life ſhall forſake him, when pleaſure 
* ſhall no longer delight, nor power pro- 
« tect him: in that dreadful hour, ſhall 
« the man, Whoſe care has been extended 
g « to the general happinefs of mäankindt; 
„ whoſe charity has reſcued ſickneſs from 
the grave, and poverty from the dun 
e geon; who has heard the groans of the 
. aged ſtruggling with misfortunes, and 
* the cries of infants languiſhing with 
6 hunger, find favour in the ſight of the 
To FE great Author of ſociety, and his recom 
"1M pence ſhall flow upon him from the 


" fountain of mergy: he. thall ſtand with- 
| ine | * out 
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name of my God in vain . 


Anniverſary Sermon at the Alum. 
out fear on the brink. of life and paſs 


© into eternity, with an humble confidence 
of finding that mercy, which: he has 
4 never denied *. | 

IV. Charity is a facial and political 


virtue: it promotes honeſty and integrity, 


| by weakening the ſtrong temptations of 
poverty, nakedneſs, hunger, and neglect. : 
Feed me with food convenient for me; 


* leſt] be poor and ſteal, and take the 


ſad a truth, that men, who have enough, 


ind temptation to break through the 
ſtlrictneſs of virtue and honour to get 
more: ſurely, then, the temptation muſt 
be. incomparably ſtronger to thoſe, who 
literally have nothing; who ſtarve for 
want of daily bread; and 'ſee all that is 


dear and valuable to them periſhing for 


5 Taylor's Sermons, vol. i. p. 83. 
© + Proverbs, xxx, 8, 9. 


lt is too 


want 


u 


"ah of fa cure c co 0h utedtiancs Let SERMON 
"us then endeavbur to remedy the evil of 2 


depredation, by diminiſhing the ſeverity 


of diſtreſs; and let us guard our property 


by 1 fd chat we are wen to e 
it | 

| Theſe general motives to charity it is 
my cheerful duty to apply more particu- 
Tarly to the purpoſe of this benevolent in- 
ſtitution, on whoſe annual commemora- 


tion we are now aſſembled. And if ever 


a man ſpake in the earneſtneſs and ſince- 
"rity of his heart, in a zeal founded upon 
knowledge, experience and -convidtion,— 


with that zeal and that ſincerity do I now. 
ſpeak before you in the houſe of God, in 

. 2 preſence, who minutely examines 0 
tives and actions. 5 e RN RAR 


But while I plead for theſe poor” or- 


Phans, who, under God, depend upon their 
| wote opulent fellow -ereatures for their 
daily 
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SERMON daily bread, let it not he underſtood that 
I ſum up all charitable good into one in- 
ſtance, and that I allow but little compa- 
rative merit to other inſtitutians of bene- 
ficent intention. When I conſider a na- 

tional proviſion for the poor, | however it 


may have its imperfections; when I view 
the large proviſion made for nurturing the 


infant mind; when, in one place, I be- 
hold the neat. and hoſpitable pile which 
throws open its gates, like rhe pool of 
Betheſda, for the ſick, the maimed, and 
the woman in the painful hour of her tra- 


vail; when I ſee one charity reſcuing the 
vagrant poor from the, otherwiſe, inevi- 
table, deſtruction of hereditary 1 


vice; and 


another inviting, like the Saviour of man- 
kind, the weary and heavy laden; aſſiſting 
repentance by protection, conſolation, and 


maintenance; and holding out the bleſſed 
. anticipation; of the mercy of Heaven; in 


this 


Cal 


at 
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this bright ſcene of glory to God, and SERMON 
good-will towards men, I forget the de- oy 


pravity of our nature, I almoſt forget that 


man is fallen; and conſider theſe works 


of love as the blooming fruit of Paradiſe, 


which adorned the ſtate of man's inno- 


cence; which angels delighted to gaze upon, 


and even the Almighty Keen as his 


favourite creation, | 


« Many daughters,” faid King Lemuel, 


have done virtuouſſy; but T will not 


add, in favour of the Aſylum, « Thou ex- 


4 celleſt them all *. I contend only for 


equal merit in our deſign, both on the 
ground of advantage to the community, 


and humane relief to a ſpecies of diſtreſs 
which is the moſt ane and OE | 


catet. 
We conſider it as a werd good; becauſe 


- 


8 3 xxxi. 299 


We 
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SERMON wwe beſtow education. and inſtruftion to 


—— make thoſe uſeful members of the ſtate, 
who would otherwiſe be impediments to 


guides of their 


44 % „ 


early years, can hardly be faid to know the 
difference between good and evil. Having 
no principles of religion and virtue inſtilled 


into them, they will naturally follow the 


Vicious example of thoſe about them. If 


they are hungry, they will uſe the moſt 


compendious method of fatisfying the 


_ cravings of nature, by taking from another. 
i If their paſſions ſolicit them, what kind 
monitor is to reſtrain them from the moſt 


abandoned, vicious, brutal, and exceſſive 
gratification of them? And even admitting 


that the natural power of conſcience is not 


annihilated by early oppoſite habits ; yet, 


out the knowledge of any uſeful occupa- 


tion, without a friend, how are theſe wan- 


dering 


Mm ou. 


bend 


8 . 
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nourable and induftrious life ? The fame 
argument, which binds a parent to educate 


his children, proves the neceſſity and uti- 
lity of educating the poor: 1ſt, To teach 
them ſound principles, that they may be- 
come good and virtuous, above the allure- 


ments of vice, above all temptations to 


diſhonour themſelves, their nature, and 
their God: and, 2dly, that they may be 


qualified in the means of procuring their 
own maintenance and comfort; and for 


the reciprocal good and happineſs of the 
community they live in. V e 
Again; we anſwer a valuable purpoſe to 
the ſtate in the prevention of crimes. It 
is an important queſtion in the conſtitution 


and progreſs of ſociety, How are crimes 


to be extirpated? The legiſlature hath | 
hitherto fallen upon no other method than 


by 
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of right and wrong, to the purpoſes of ho- 
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SERMON by puniſhment : but this f is inadequate to 
— the deſign; becauſe the moſt ſevere exe- 


cution of juſtice does not appear to di- 
miniſh the number of offenders. The rea- 
ſon is this, becauſe puniſhment carries with 
it no conviction; in itſelf it proves no more 
than this, that he who puniſhes, has more 


power than he who ſteals. And therefore 


puniſhment, where the conſcience and un- 


: derſtanding have no other means of being 


awakened to a ſenſe of guilt, will operate 


with but very few to deter, and with moſt 


men, an to make them more ſecret and 
artful. 
Upon principles both of GE and 


religion, it is more deſirable to prevent, 


than to puniſh crimes ; and if puniſhment 
is found to be comparatively ineffectual, 


it will be more deſirable upon principles 


of policy alſo. What then are the pre- 


ventive means which we propoſe ? the 


nurture 


Red: PT. ,, * 
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nurture of the youthful mind- in good SERMON 


means of ſubſiſtence by the uſeful arts, 
7 Experience proves the efficacy of this plan: 
for go to the priſons, and examine the de- 
ſeription of felons, and you will find them 
to be in general involved in a ſtate almoſt 


of brutal ignorance ; while the number of 


thoſe, who have had ſuperior advantages 


of education, bears no kind of proportion, 
The former become objects of puniſhment, 


in the darkneſs of ignorance, almoſt with- 
out knowing that they have committed a 
crime; and by an inevitable path muſt have 
periſhed by diſeaſe, by hunger, or the hand 
of juſtice, © . 
And if in the courſe 4 human events 
there is to any human being a lot of in- 


evitable deſtruction unavoidable, it muſt 


have been to the objects now before you, 


5 without the benefit of this inſtitution. 
© They 


principles; and furniſhing it with the — 
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SERMON They are deſerted children, having no na- WM 
— tural claim on earth, not even a parochial Bd 
protection, poor as it is: they are aliens, if 
taken up perhaps by a ſtranger, who is at al 
full liberty to abandon them again tothe p 
wide world. When they are received i into te 
this houſe of refuge, they are as ignorant n 
and untaught in every thing good and uſe- th 
ful, as at the hour of their birth. If thus w 
friendleſs, and thus ignorant, they are left m 
to wander about the ſtreets of a vaſt city, | p 
what muſt be the almoſt unavoidable con- E 
ſequence? On one hand, recollect their oh 
youth, helpleſs and unſuſpecting; their pi 
ſex delicate and tender perhaps too with _ th 
perſonal beauty, the indiſcriminate gift of 
heaven, from the palace to the cottage. ve 
On the other hand, recollect the almoſt in 
countleſs numbers who are vigilant, art- til 
ful depredators on the charms of unguarded ay 
INNOCENCE 3 ome to ſatisfy their own rapa- to 


cious 
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ſex, this muſt be an argument of irreſiſt- 


able force. They know that even good 


principles, good education, parental pro- 
tection, and the pride of character, are 
not always ſufficient to guard them from 


the tenderneſs of their own hearts, and the 


wiles of the ſeducer: how much greater then 


muſt their danger be, who have had no 


principles or inſtruction inſtilled into them; 


who have no parents to caution. or protect 
them, and who have additionally the com- 


pulſion of the moſt urgent want to receive 
the wretched bread of infamy. | 

What are the means by which we pre- | 
vent this dreadful miſchief? We take their 


infant years under immediate protection, 
till the mind is ſufficiently expanded and 
informed to guide itſelf. We teach them 
to avoid wickedneſs, not from fear, but 

Os. from 
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cious deſires, and others as the baſe pan- SERMON | 
ders of wealthy profligates. To their own — 
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G "2 FIR principle : we te the radical | 
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Ed ee nat objection to ſin, that ĩt is contrary to the 


I.. 


will of God: we ſhew the i inconveniences | 
and miſeries of it even in this world - and 
the ſad conſequences of it in that which 
is to come: we inſtruct them in the beauty 


of piety and virtue, and ſhew them the 


advantages of it here; that it is bleſſed by 
God, applauded by angels, and approved 


by men: and we unfold the bliſsful rewards 


vhich are treaſured up for it hereafter. - 


We teach them againſt the hour of temp- 
tation to reſiſt it, not on the laviſh argu- 


ment, 'that they will be turned out of a 


ſervice, ſent to a priſon, and ſeverely pu- 


niſhed : but we give them principles to 


enable them to overcome it on a more 
ſolid and ingenuous mode of reaſoning, : 
How can I do this great wickedneſs 
and fin againſt God, againſt my own 
— ſoul, and againſt my neighbour ?” With 
thi 
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this religious and moral nurture of e ö 


mind, we moreover inſtruct them in the — 


means of getting their bread honeſtly and 


uſefully; for when we tell them not wo 


ſteal, we teach them alſo how to work. 


Our next enquiry will naturally be into 
the ſucceſs of what, I hope, you will allow 
to be our laudable endeavours. © Let us 
« contemplate the beautiful picture that 


© is now before us. Behold benevolence 


« ſurrounded by her attendant virtues, 
« adminiſtering to the neceſſities, and cul- 


« tivating the minds of theſe happy chil- 


e dren: temperance preſides over their 


« meals; humility clothes ; induſtry in- 


" ſtructs; and modeſty adorns them: theſe 


are the matrons that ſuperintend ; theſe 


are the guardians that watch over and 


* 


« protect them *.“ Behold them aſſem- 


* Dr. Francklin's Anniverſary Sermon. 
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SERMON bled in the houſe of God: —Tt has been 


| — ald, that © ſuch a numerous choir of in- 
« fants, chaunting the praiſes of their 

„ Almighty Benefactor, affords the moſt 
« heavenly reſemblance upon earth of an 


64 hierarchy of angels. glerifying God on 
high K.“ 


Look forward to their behaviour i in ſer- 


vice; and how valuable a ſeminary of that 


nature this charity is, admits of the moſt 


unequivocal proof. I might appeal to 


very many in this aſſembly for the proof 


of my aſſertion, who are ready to declare, 


that all which they expected from the ob- 
jects of ſo pure an inſtitution, has been 


completely anſwered; many, who continue 


their countenance and benefaction to this 


charity, from their own experience of its 


deſigns being anſwered in the orphans 


* Dr. Markham's Anniverſary. Sermon, 
I under 


un 
th 
thy 


di 


— 


tban once repeated the experiment without 


conduct, to offer up ſolemn and public 
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under their own care: and I ought to add, 
that there are not a few who have more 


diſappointment “. 
But one proof we have of the 8 


of our endeavours, which is eaſy to every 


incredulous; a proof which many, whom 


I am now ſpeaking before, have often wit- 


neſſed with delighted hearts; I mean the 


almoſt monthly ſight of young women re- 
turning, after a ſeven years apprenticeſhip, 


with ſatisfactory teſtimonials of exemplary 


15 thanks, in the face of the congregation, 
for the mercies they have hitherto received. 


When at this delightful ſpectacle it is con- 


35 Amongſt many other inſtances, a lady of high 


rank, who has had two orphans apprenticed to her, L 


aſſured me ſome time ſince, that they were by far the 


beſt ſervants ſhe had ever received into her family. , 


04s © ſidered, 
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oh 


_ underſtanding, and convincing to the moſt 
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SERMON | ſidered, what they would have been but 


— for this houſe, and what they now are, 
+ Judgment applauds what humanity began; 
and not to affiſt in carrying to a greater 
extent ſo glorious a work, is not only a 
want of benevolence and religion, but it is 
a defect in patriotiſm, and a deſertion of 

the common good. 1 


Upon the whole, what are the advantages | 


which we hold out to the community? 


iſt. As far as our inſtitution goes, we 
diminiſh the number of female profligates, 


who, in the metropolis and its neighbour- | 


hood, bear a proportion to the whole ſex, 


which I dare not mention, When, there- 


fore, we ſhelter a female orphan, in her 
moſt defenceleſs years, in her greateſt 


- 0 


diſtreſs, and, perhaps, at the deciſive mo- 


ment of her life, we, in all probability, 


ä prevent one from adding to the number. 


The * of our ſex is generally the 


cauſe 
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YT cauſe of profligacy in the other; but the SERMON | 
* injured female returns the miſchief upon 2 
op ſeociety, to the whole extent of her allure- | 
ments; which are ſometimes ſtrong enough 
to tempt even the huſband from his con- 
| jugal fidelity; and, in numberleſs caſes, 
ö ſpread vice, diſeaſe, and ruin amongſt the 


young and the giddy, We may conlider 
then this houſe like Noah's ark floating 


upon the waters, as preſerving a few ſouls 


we 


> 8 fafe and unpolluted from the torrent of 
„ diſſipation and vice, which overflows the 
— World: as a little Zoar &, to which they are 
1 led by the Angel of God, that their ſouls 
— - may live. Remember, therefore, that in 
y preſerving one woman in the paths of de- 
1 cency, chaſtity, and virtue, you may ſave 
15 a ſon, a relation, a friend, or a ſervant 
; ftom the faſcination and ruin of her vicious 
A blandiſhments. 


* 


* Geneſis, xix. 20. 
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2dly. We 


202 


SERMON 
"pa 


the objects of this charity are unacquainted 
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| 2dly. We prepare for ſociety a ſucceſ- 
fion of faithful and induſtrious ſervants. 


Trained up in veſtal modeſty, in habits 
of regularity, induſtry, and decency, amidſt 
good examples, and aſſiduous inſtruction, 
they are prepared to become valuable do- 


meſtics of virtuous 8 How much 


of the peace and comfort of families depend 
on this neceſſary part of their eftabliſh- | 


ment, it is unneceſſary for me to point out. 


I will ſay only in our own favour, that as 


with vice, children will not be corrupted 


by their bad examples: inſtructed in all i 


the reaſons, motives, ' and principles of 


virtue, they have no temptation to pilfer 


property; and bred up in humility, they 


are unlikely to be turbulent and inſolent. 
This is their general character, with ex- 


ceptions wonderfully few, conſidering the 
depravity of human nature, which we 


know 
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know will ſometimes baffle every effort of 
care, education, and diſcipline. And I 
muſt take leave to add, that were the hu- 
manity and the wiſdom of heads of fami- 
lies uniformly exerciſed in a judicious, ten- 
der continuation of the deſigns and treat- 
| ment of this houſe, theſe exceptions, few 
as they are, would be greatly diminiſhed. 

3dly. Admitting that we fave theſe poor 
children from the otherwiſe certain path 


of vice, we are auxiliary to the encreaſe 


of national population. From induſtrious” 


and uſeful ſervants, they will become ex- 
emplary wives and careful mothers. A 
bleſſed reflection, that inſtead of wander 
ing about the ſtreets, nuſances to ſociety, 
and degrading to human nature, they be- 

come in the ſtructure of national morality, 
like the poliſhed corners of the temple, 

the ſource of domeſtic comforts, orna- 
ments of honourable marriage, and rejoic- 


ing 
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SERMON ing in a blooming offspring. Of ſach a 


— woman Solomon faith, „the heart of her 
* huſband doth ſafely truſt in her; ſhe 


«* will do him good, and not evil, all the 


e days of her life. She will look well to 


« the ways of her houſehold; her children 


«will riſe up and call her blefled:” for 
« though favour is deceitful, and beauty is 


« vain ; yet a woman that feareth the Lord 


- We ſhall be praiſed *. 


Hitherto I have addreſſed you in behalf 


of our charity as citizens of the ſtate. 


And long as I have already detained you, 
here perhaps I ought to ſtop; but were 


my own child already deprived of its 


mother; and myſelf approaching to my 


laſt hour, my dying breath ſhould be ex- 


hauſted in pleading with thoſe I moſt 
valued to protect its bereaved infancy. 


| Proverbs, XXX1., Hs I2, 27, 28, 30. 
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bounty, for theſe orphans, by yet warmer 


motives than thoſe of common good—the 


motives of humanity. Conſider their in- 


fancy, how feeble and how helpleſs it is! 
Man, though in his adult ſtate he is 


« made but a little lower than the 
cc angels *; ' yet, in his infant years, he 


is not _offeſſed of a ſingle energy for his 
own relief: the lamb, dropped in the | 
N is more capable of ſuſtaining it- 
ſelf. | 
They are orphans too; an affecting 


name, even amidſt the advantages of rank 


and affluence; but how much more ſo 


when deſerted and pennyleſs; tender plants, 
with no friendly cover to protect them 
from the hand of violence and the blaſts of 


* Pſalm, viii, 5 85 


contagion; 
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departing parent, I muſt conjure you 


206 


Anniverſary Sermon at the Alm. 


SERMON contagion ; lambs, without a ſhepherd to 


| — feed them in green paſtures, and lead them 
| beſide the waters of comfort! 80 forlorn 


| a ſtate is, I believe, unparalleled but in 


the ſingle inſtance of the ſuffering Jeſus; 
who faid of himſelf, the © foxes have 
6c holes, and the birds of the air have 
cc neſts, but the Son of Man hath not 
« where to lay his head *.“ Yet though 


they are thus aliens as it were in the 


creation, they are born with the fame 


deſires, the ſame capacities for happineſs, 


with the children of a more favoured for- 


tune: but deſerted, unprotected, friendleſs, 


they muſt wither as abortive members of 


the human race, barrenand leafleſs branches 


cut off from the tree of life. To them 


ſeaſons return in vain; and while the earth 


ſpreads its lap of plenty before the ſons of 


2 Matt. viii. 20. 


men, 
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men, to them it is alone denied : for them 


the ſun emits no cheering ray; and night 
directs them to no hoſpitable roof. They 
hear of good, as one born blind liſtens to 


the account of light and colours; and have 


ing ſpent their day of cheerleſs vagrancy, 
they return to the womb of the earth, with= 
out having taſted one comfort of exiſtence. 
But mark the difference in thoſe whom theſe 


gates are thrown open to receive, It is but 
a few weeks ſince that, from this place, 


I addrefſed an orphan, at the expira- 


tion of her apprenticeſhip; whoſe mother 
periſhed in the ſtreet—literally bowed to 
the earth—by the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, and the want of bread. A ſtranger took 
the infant from the ſide of its expiring mo- 
ther; it was brought to this houſe fo un- 


connected, as not even to have a name: 


and ſhe is now a happy, a valuable ſervant, 


with 
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SERMON with every proſpect of future reſpectability 
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7 and comfort in her ſtation. 


| Another caſe I cannot help drawing, 
which is not leſs affecting. A father dies, 


perhaps in the ſervice of his country: it 


may be by a fever caught in exceſſive labour 
for his family. A mother is left with fa- 
therleſs daughters; and ſhe, worn out with 
labour, care, and grief, dies in penury. 
Picture to yourſelves this poor woman lan- 
guiſhing on her bed of ſickneſs, with death 
in immediate expectation. When ſhe looks 
upon her weeping little ones, and finds 
herſelf about to leave them totally defence- 


leſs ; when ſhe reflects that thoſe, who are 


wrapt up in her very inmoſt ſoul, are going 
to be expoſed to a wide world, full of 
ſnares, and violence, and cruelty, with all 


the horrors of famine and deſertion ; what. 


* pang of inſupportable agony muſt this 
add 
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add to her dying moments ! but let ſome 


angel of comfort approach this dying bed, 
and tell the wretched mother that mainte- 


nance, protection, and every parental care, 


is prepared for her poor orphans, when ſhe 
is no more; what a gleam of joy would illu- 
mine her pallid countenance in her laſt mo- 
ments, and with what heart-felt tranquil- 
lity would ſhe ſay, Lord now letteſt thou 
thy ſervant depart in peace“ !“ And if 
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from heaven departed ſouls look down upon 


the children of the earth, when the beati- 


fied mother beholds, by your means, her 


orphan innocent and happy, the will each 


day repreſent your deeds of love at the 


_ throne of mercy z and when, at the ap- 


pointed hour, your ſpirits ſhall be ſet free 


from their mortal tabernacle; they ſhall 
wing their flight on the prayers of the or- 


phan into the preſence of their God, and 


* Luke, ii.. 206 


- 85 this 


| moment tedious while they are from them, | 
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this mother ſhall plead “ like angels trum- 


“pet tongued” for the profettors of the 


_ fatherleſs! _ 
Do I then ſpeak 1 parents, who Z 


have themſelves an infantoffspring, perhaps 
a race of blooming cherubs, in whom their 
very ſouls are wrapt up; who think every 


and return to them in heightened rapture? 
Imagine theſe infants to become orphans, 
your protection to be taken from them, and 
your labours for their welfare and emolu- 


ment to be at an end. 


Or you who are affectionate wives, and . 
enraptured mothers; ſuppoſe that the fa- 
ther is taken from them, that you are be- 
come widows, and your little innocents 
fatherleſs. In this heart- breaking thought, | 
look upon thoſe fatherleſs and motherleſs; 
and feel for thoſe, who are yet. "—_ with- 5 
out for admiſſion. | 
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Are you children; and is the mother, SERMON 
who nurſed and watched your helpleſs =w—_ 


infancy—the father, who cautioned, who 


inſtructed, who protected you, ſtill ſpared 
to you? Have you ſtill the bleſſing of that 


endearing relation, and the benefit of their 


experience ? Have you felt in the hour of 
temptation the advantage of their parental 


caution, without which your ſteps had 


well nigh flipped ? Then, in gratitude to 


God, compaſſionate thoſe who have not 
been ſo highly favoured; and endeavour to 
extend thoſe advantages to theſe little 
ones, not one of whom is it the will of 


your heavenly Father ſhould periſh. 


Perhaps I ſpeak to ſome whoſe hearts 


| ſtill bleed in the remembrance of that 


maternal love, which is now extinct: to 
ſome, who are ready to ſay, Alas | I had 
« a father!” Sympathy is all- powerful: to 


ſuch I need not appeal in behalf of thoſe, 
EO who 
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SERMON who, when they were deprived of their 
——— father and their mother, were e of 
their all! 
I conclude as I begun: F ed theſe 
« lambs ;” and may your bounty return 
upon yourſelves, laden with a bleſſing, and 
the dew of Heaven! 
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